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TESTIMONY	
  to	
  the	
  Committee	
  on	
  Public	
  Heath	
  
March	
  15,	
  2013	
  
Re:	
  RB-­‐6393,	
  An	
  Act	
  Concerning	
  the	
  Professional	
  Standard	
  of	
  Care	
  for	
  Emergency	
  Medical	
  Care	
  Providers	
  
Ellen	
  Andrews,	
  PhD	
  
Executive	
  Director,	
  CT	
  Health	
  Policy	
  Project	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  comment	
  on	
  RB-­‐6393.	
  While	
  we	
  oppose	
  the	
  bill,	
  as	
  a	
  consumer	
  advocacy	
  
organization,	
  we	
  support	
  the	
  larger	
  goal	
  of	
  creating	
  a	
  high-­‐quality	
  health	
  care	
  system	
  in	
  Connecticut	
  that	
  is	
  
driven	
  by	
  best	
  practices	
  and	
  independent	
  science.	
  
	
  
Since	
  our	
  inception	
  over	
  thirteen	
  years	
  ago,	
  the	
  CT	
  Health	
  Policy	
  Project	
  has	
  labored	
  to	
  expand	
  access	
  to	
  
affordable,	
  quality	
  care	
  for	
  every	
  state	
  resident.	
  Unfortunately	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  most	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  that	
  
advocacy	
  are	
  those	
  living	
  in	
  low-­‐income,	
  often	
  urban	
  families	
  either	
  without	
  any	
  coverage	
  or	
  covered	
  by	
  our	
  
state’s	
  Medicaid	
  program.	
  Access	
  to	
  appropriate	
  care	
  is	
  a	
  constant	
  challenge	
  for	
  these	
  populations	
  and,	
  in	
  too	
  
many	
  cases,	
  people	
  are	
  forced	
  to	
  visit	
  hospital	
  emergency	
  departments	
  in	
  desperation.	
  A	
  2010	
  analysis	
  of	
  ER	
  
visits	
  by	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  Health	
  Care	
  Access/DPHa	
  found	
  that	
  Medicaid	
  patients	
  made	
  up	
  33.6%	
  of	
  ER	
  visits	
  in	
  the	
  
state,	
  while	
  they	
  were	
  only	
  10.8%	
  of	
  the	
  population.b	
  Urban	
  residents	
  make	
  up	
  52.9%	
  of	
  ER	
  visits	
  that	
  did	
  not	
  
result	
  in	
  an	
  admission	
  while	
  residents	
  of	
  wealthy	
  communities	
  made	
  up	
  only	
  37.5%	
  of	
  such	
  visits.	
  
	
  
The	
  impact	
  of	
  RB-­‐6393	
  would	
  fall	
  disproportionately	
  on	
  low-­‐income,	
  urban	
  Medicaid	
  members	
  and	
  uninsured	
  
state	
  residents.	
  Connecticut’s	
  hospitals	
  have	
  a	
  great	
  deal	
  of	
  room	
  to	
  improve	
  quality.	
  Recently	
  Connecticut	
  
hospitals	
  ranked	
  12th	
  lowest	
  in	
  Medicare	
  readmission	
  penaltiesc.	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  deal	
  of	
  research	
  and	
  guidance,	
  
based	
  on	
  solid	
  science,	
  to	
  help	
  hospitals	
  improve	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  care	
  they	
  provide.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  necessary	
  to	
  
disproportionately	
  reduce	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  Connecticut’s	
  most	
  fragile	
  consumers.	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  again	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  comment	
  and	
  for	
  your	
  commitment	
  to	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  every	
  Connecticut	
  
resident.	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
a	
  Issue	
  Brief:	
  Profile	
  of	
  Emergency	
  Department	
  Visits	
  not	
  Requiring	
  Inpatient	
  Admission	
  to	
  a	
  CT	
  Acute	
  Care	
  Hospital	
  FY	
  2006-­‐
2009,	
  Office	
  of	
  Health	
  Care	
  Access,	
  December	
  2010	
  
b	
  US	
  Census	
  
c	
  2013	
  Medicare	
  Readmissions	
  Penalties	
  by	
  Hospitals,	
  Kaiser	
  Health	
  News,	
  August	
  13,	
  2012,	
  
http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/~/media/Files/2012/Medicare%20Readmissions%20Penalties%202013.pdf	
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