Dear Senators and Representatives of the Public Health Committee:

Thank you for accepting our testimony. We absolutely oppose Senate Bill 374 on
a variety of grounds. We live in Colchester and have two small, adopted children.

Senate Bill 374 diminishes our role as parents and removes our parental rights
and usurps our authority and supervision of our children’s medical care, including
their mental health.

1.

Parental rights and authority are overridden: As parents, one of our
responsibilities is to protect our children, foster their development to
adulthood, including physical, emotional, behavioral and spiritual
development, and determine appropriate medical care. Behavioral
assessments are not the job of the Board of Education or the State of
Connecticut. They are the parents’ responsibility in helping children
become productive members of our society.

Invasion of privacy: Senate Bill 374 is a complete invasion of family
privacy. Our relationship with our children’s physician is vital to our
children’s ongoing medical care as our children develop and grow into
adulthood. These comprehensive behavioral assessments are an invasion
into our family. Why are those of us who are raising our children with faith
and family values punished and subjected to this type of treatment?

Board of Education purpose: Is the Board of Education’s purpose to assess
a child’s behavior? We think not. It is to ensure a proper education for our
State’s children in concert with the parents who are the primary educators
of their children.

Private schooled children exempted: Why are private-schooled children
exempted? This is troubling in itself. Are they a protected class and other
students are not? Why? What is to be gained from exempting these
children? Why are home-schooled children not exempted?

Vague and unclear: This bill is vague and unclear as to the confidential
behavioral assessment and the form being used by the State Board of
Education and its intended use. There are so many questions this bill begs
to be answered:

e Why is this bill necessary?

¢ Did the tragedy in Sandy Hook and other similar tragedies across the
country really call for this bill to be considered? We think not! The
parents of these disturbed children knew their children had mental
health issues and those issues were not handled in the mental
health/medical establishment in a manner to help those children and
families. The funds necessary to establish the protocols, assessments,
and bureaucracy could be better served improving the existing mental



health arena in CT rather than forcing all children (except private
schooled children) to have a behavioral assessment.

e What does the behavioral assessment entail? What types of questions
will be asked? How invasive are the questions?

e How long is the assessment?

e Where will the assessment be held?

e Will questions go against our faith or core values?

e Who will do the assessments? What are their qualifications?

e Do they have an agenda? What will they be “looking for”? Will children
be coerced into responses or “led” by the assessor?

e Will parents be present?

e What will be done with the assessments?

e How long will they be retained? When and how will they be destroyed?

We cannot make our state and society 100% safe no matter how many laws we
legislate. There is evil and evil was present at Sandy Hook, Aurora, CO,
Columbine High School and other locations where American citizens have been
killed. Let’s call it what it is. It was a sad day here in Connecticut on that fateful
day. However, this bill will not prevent these awful tragedies from occurring.

We should be more focused on the disintegration of the family, the violence of
video games, television, movies, books, etc. The companies that produce these
materials have a social responsibility and accountability to provide healthy, life-
affirming, family-friendly material that is so lacking in Hollywood and other venues.
Do you not agree? As parents, we are very selective in what our children watch,
read, see in the stores (think Halloween), toys they play with, friendships they
make, etc. Have you noticed the evil, blood and gore, violence, etc. that we are
incessantly bombarded with in TV, movies and stores? We are sure this is utmost
in other parent’s minds as well. Our state should be focusing on those venues
rather than subjecting our children to behavioral assessments.

More importantly, our state would be better served focused on making
improvements in the existing mental health system and helping families that need
mental health care. It should not be to usurp parental rights, invade our family
privacy and overreach the State’s authority.

We are absolutely opposed to this bill and we urge you to vote against Senate Bill
374.

Sincerely,

Mr. and Mrs. John Peck
Colchester, CT



