From: Aldon Hynes <aldon.hynes@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2013 8:55 PM
To: PHC Testimony
Subject: Testimony Supporting Senate Bill 366

Testimony Supporting Senate Bill 366, AN ACT REQUIRING LICENSED SOCIAL WORKERS AND
COUNSELORS TO COMPLETE CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSEWORK IN CULTURAL
FOUNDATIONS

Sen. Gerratana, Rep. Johnson, members of the Public Health Committee. I am writing to you today concerning
Senate Bill 366, AN ACT REQUIRING LICENSED SOCIAL WORKERS AND COUNSELORS TO
COMPLETE CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSEWORK IN CULTURAL FOUNDATIONS. My name is
Aldon Hynes. Ilive in Woodbridge, CT. T am the Social Media Manager for the Community Health Center,
Inc., headquartered in Middletown, CT and am a member of the Connecticut Iealth Foundation's 2013 Health
Leadership Fellows Program. My testimony is based on my experiences with these two organizations, but I am
speaking on my own behalf.

Ei?ery year, the General Assembly considers many bills. Those that move forward requires fiscal notes from the
Office of Financial Analysis. It is my belief that every bill that moves forward should also require an analysis

of its health equity impact: how does the bill effect the health of the people of Connecticut, and how equitably
does it meet that impact?

SB 366 is a bill that I believe can have a positive impact on the health of Connecticut's citizens and do so in an
equitable manner. The better informed Licensed Social Workers and Counselors are in the cultural foundations
which affect their care of patients, the better the ouicomes we can expect. In addition these outcomes are most
likely to assist those from different cultures that experience health disparities, making such training important in
achieving health equity. Currently, all staff, especially those in behavioral health, at the Community Health
Center are expected to complete yearly cultural foundation training. The cost is minimal and the benefit can be
great.

Therefore, I strongly urge you to support SB 366 and to consider all bills in terms of the health impact they have
and how equitably they active this impact.

Sincerely,
Aldon Hynes
10_‘ Barberry Ln

Woodbridge, CT 06525



