Public Health Committee

Re: Support of Senate Bill 129 — An Act concerning the Hartford Regional Center
Operated by the Department of Developmental Services

Public Hearing Date: February 27, 2013

We have known for about a year that there might be some changes for the residents at the
Hartford Regional Center where our 55-year-old son, Daniel O’Toole has been a resident
since he was five. He has resided in different areas on the grounds and he has been at
85 Mountain Road, Newington, for more than twenty years. When the time for change
came to my attention — it became a heavy burden to our family. One wants the best for
their children and | seek the best for Dan, as well as the other residents at 85 Mountain
Road.

Since the days that Dan was admitted to the Hartford Regional Center, we have known
that he does not adapt favorably to change. Being unable to speak, he shows frustration
when change takes place in his life. Thanks to the Staff at the Hartford Regional Center,
over the years, they have become his family — giving him much love and attention. We
give credit to them for the progress he has made and continues to make.

When Dan returns to his residence after a visit home, he displays such love for the Staff
and will immediately go to them for a hug.

Not knowing the budget of the State, | would like you to determine if money could be
saved in another larger area than this one home.

With great respect for your position, | submit the above information and would like you
to act favorably, | am Mildred J. O’Toole. Thank you.



