DCF’

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Public Hearing Testimony

Public Health Committee
February 20, 2013

CONNECTICUT

Proposed $.B. No. 59 AN ACT CONCERNING ACCESS TO
BIRTH CERTIFICATES BY ADOPTED PERSONS

The Department of Children and Families offers the following comments regarding S.B. No. 59,
An Act Concerning Access to Birth Certificates by Adopted Persons, ‘

The Department believes that this legislation should be drafted to apply prospectively to
adoptions finalized on or after the effective date of this legislation. While we recognize that
this does not provide access to original birth certificates for current adoptees, there are many
birth parents who gave up children for adoption with an expectation of anonymity and their
privacy should be protected,

The Department would like to share with the Committee some background on the issue of
access to adoption information generally as well as the issue specifically addressed in this bill
related to adult adoptees’ access to their original birth certificates.

Non-ldentifying and Medical Information

Under the current law, adult adoptees have limited access to the information in their adoption
file, which includes their non-identifying and medical information from their records. This is a
summary of birth family and medical history, which is documented in the closed adoption
records, often prepared on “Genetic Parent Information” forms. Those adults whose adoptions
were processed through a private adoption agency may have to pay a fee in order to obtain
these histories, including their medical information. Additionally, some agencies only provide a
verbal report of the non-identifying information. [t is also important to note that medical
histories of birth parents may not always be complete.

Search Process

Sections 45a-743 through 45a-757 of the Connecticut General Statutes provide a search process
for individuals to obtain material related to an adoption. Under existing state law, the parties
who may request such information include: adult adoptees; biological parents; adoptive
parents; and, in the case where the adult adoptee is deceased, the same information can be
shared with their adult descendants.

Current Search Regquests
Adoption Search and Reunion remains a very active part of the Department of Children and
Families with over 300 cases processed each year, The requests for search vary, in that some




parties are looking specifically for non-identifying information. With such a request, the
Department would obtain the closed case record, review the record and complete forms
related to genetic and demographic information as well as provide any additional relevant
information to the requesting party.

Parties may also request identifying information, where the Department or a private agency,
which facilitated the adoption, would attempt to locate the requested party. All parties that
may be potentially involved are asked to provide consent and Public Act 09-185 sets forth a
procedure to be followed when consent isn't forthcoming or possible.

Access to Original Birth Certificate

Although the original birth certificate for an adoptee is “sealed” under current law, there are
ways to access this document. An adoptee can petition the probate court that finalized the
adoption for release of the original birth certificate. A fee is involved with petitioning the
court. The probate court judge would review the application and, if deemed necessary, appoint
a guardian ad litem to represent the interests of the birth parent. The determination to release
the birth certificate is currently at the judge’s discretion,

The adoptee only has access to the original birth certificate through order of the probate court
even in situations where consent has been provided, such as in a case of a consensual reunion
between the birth family and the adoptee, or in cases where our responsibility to maintain
confidentiality is limited, such as when the birth parents are deceased.

Historical Access

Adoption law originated in 1944 in the State of Connecticut. From 1944 until 1975, adult
adoptees (age 18 and older) and/or their adoptive parents in the State of Connecticut had
access to their original birth certificates through the State Department of Health or the registrar
of vital statistics at the town level. In 1975, the original birth records were sealed both from
that point forward and retroactively,




