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HB No. 6518 AN ACT CONCERNING EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES  

Good Morning, 

I would like to thank the entire Public Health Committee for this opportunity to offer testimony 

on HB No. 6518. My name is Peter Struble, I am the Fire Chief for the Town of Wallingford and 

the Emergency Medical Services Committee Chair for the Connecticut Career Fire Chiefs.  I am 

here to speak in support of the HB No. 6518. This Bill begins to make some significant 

improvements to Emergency Medical Services in Connecticut by: 

 Allowing municipalities the authority to select an ambulance service to hold the Primary 

Area Assignment (PSA) within their communities along with safeguards in place to keep 

stability in the EMS system.  

 Establishing limits on operational duties of both the EMS Advisory Board and Regional 

Councils. State government needs to be streamlined and numerous advisory board 

subcommittees pull Office of Emergency Medical Services staff away from the main 

office to meetings. This takes away from support work the office needs to be providing 

local agencies who deliver direct service to the community. This also eliminates 

municipal services from having to report to multiple levels of bureaucracy. 

 Allowing the Commissioner of Public Health to adapt regulations defining 

circumstances under which the commissioner may change the methods for setting 

medical services rates. Rapid changes are expected in healthcare with full 

implementation of the Affordable Healthcare Act. The current ambulance rate structure 

in Connecticut will not be able to adjust rapidly to reimbursement changes. We need to 

promote innovation in the delivery of pre-hospital care and allow for reimbursements 

for such services. 

The committee will no doubt hear the most controversial issue in HB 6518 is the changes 

proposed to the PSA assignment. You will hear this will create chaos in the EMS system, 

ambulance services will be unwilling invest in capital improvements, there is a right of 

ownership to the PSAs by ambulance services, and the assignment of the PSA will be politically 

motivated. The truth is that in a vast majority of the municipalities no changes to service will 



occur unless the system is failing. There are due process safeguards in the proposed bill that 

mandate a local hearing before changes can be made and then an appeal process to the 

Commissioner of Public Health. Neither the State of Connecticut nor any municipality has ever 

received compensation for the assignment of a PSA, in fact that would violate Medicare 

regulations.  Finally, there is no State Statute that guarantee’s any fire department the right to 

provide fire services; any municipality is free to contract with anyone they want to provide fire 

protection. Why is there no chaos in the state’s fire protection system? At the end of the day if 

the citizens are not satisfied with the fire service, they will hold their local leaders accountable 

and demand a change. Enacting HB 6518 will ensure that the citizens of Connecticut are 

afforded an effective and efficient emergency medical services system with the right to change 

it if they are not satisfied.  

 


