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Connecticut Fund for the Environment works to protect and improve the land, air and water of
Connecticut. We use legal and scientific expertise and bring people together to achieve results
that benefit our environment for current and fitture generations.

Dear Senator Cassano, Representative Rojas, and members of the Commiitee on Planning and
Development,

Comnecticut Fund for the Environment submits this testimony in opposition of HB 5968, An Act
Clarifying the State Plan of Conservation and Development. If passed, this legislation would
limit the role of the State Plan of Conservation and Development (hereinafter “the State Plan” or
“Plan”) on local projects that have state-wide implications.

The State Plan serves as official state Executive Branch policy on matters involving land and
water resources conservation and development. Recognizing the importance of having a
comprehensive development strategy for the state, the Plan established six essential principles
for development projects to follow, such as focusing development in smart areas near
transportation corridors, conserving and restoring the natural, historic, and rural environments,
and promoting an integrated planning across all levels of government. It is critically important
for our quality of life and economy to promote smart growth and Transit Oriented Development
while preserving our natural resources. If anything, the State Plan needs to be strengthened and
followed more consistently if we are to live in a thriving, vibrant and healthy Connecticut.

The current planning framework balances local municipal authority with state guidelines to
provide uniformity in conservation and development principles. Local municipalities and
regional planning organizations must enact their own plans of conservation and development, but
these plans do not necessarily need to be consistent with the State Plan, which gives local
governments autonomy in municipal projects. Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 8-23, 8-35a. Local authorities
may establish principles inconsistent with the State Plan, so long as those inconsistencies are
merely noted.
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However, it is essential for a state agency action to be consistent with the State Plan to ensure
such agency properly follows the conservation and development principles established by the
Executive Branch. The Plan principles and performance indicators promote both conservation
and appropriate development in state agency plans to develop an attractive and dynamic state
with robust economic cities and pristine shorelines and rural areas.

The current framework should not be altered to reduce the authority of the State Plan guidelines.
The State Plan serves as an important, and ultimately non-binding, framework for local
municipalities in creating their own conservation and development plans.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Lauren Savidge, Legal Fellow
142 Temple St. 3rd Floor

New Haven, CT 06510

t: 203.787.0646 f: 203.787.0246
Isavidge@ctenvironment.org
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