912 Sitas Deane Highway
Lowar Level
Wethersfield, CT 06109

(860} 282-7809
{860) 282-7892 fax
(800) 281-1481 (CT only)

Member Agencles

Cenler for Domestic Violence Services
at BHcare
Ansonia, CT

The Center for Women & Families
Bridgeport, CT

Women's Center
Danpury, CT

Domastic Violence Program
United Services
Dayville, CT

Network Against Domeslic Abuse
Enfield, CT

Domesiic Abuse Services
Greenwich YWCA
Greenwich. CT

interval House
Harford, C7

Meriden-Wallingford Chrysalis
Meriden, CT

New Horizons
Middletown, CT

Prudence Crandall Center
New Britain, CT

Center for Gomestic Violence Services
at BHcare
New Haven, CT

Safe Futures
New London, CT

Domestic Violence Crisis Center
Norwalk. CT

wWomen's Support Services
Sharon, CT

Domestic Viofence Crisis Center
Stamiord, CT

Susan B. Anthony Project
Torrington, CT

Safe Haven
Waterbury, CT

Domestic Violence Program
United Services
Willimaniic, CT
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Good morning Senator Cassano, Representative Rojas and members of the
committee. My name is Joseph Froehlich and | am the Law Enforcement Coordinator
for the CT Coalition Against Domestic Violence (CCADV), CCADV is the state’s
ieading voice for victims of domestic violence and those agencies that serve them.
Our members provide essential services to victims such as 24-hour crisis response,
emergency sheiter, safety planning, counseling, support groups, and court advocacy.

Prior to joining CCADV | was a police officer for over 30 years, 3 years as a patrol
officer in a police department, 23 years with the Connecticut State Police, and 5 years
as Deputy Chief in a municipal police department.

I am here today to testify on House Bill 5965, An Act Concerning Sensitivity and
Awareness Training for Local Law Enforcement Officials. The vast majority of police
officers will tell you that their number one pricrity in responding to a domestic violence
call is to keep the victim safe. This includes giving victims information about the local
domestic violence program so that they can access support services. Understanding
this critical link, CCADYV has worked to form strong partnerships with law enforcement
at both the state and local level.

Just last year, CCADV was one of ten states to receive a grant that allows us to pilot
the nationaily recognized Lethality Assessment Program (LAP). LAP provides police
officers with a screening tool that allows them fo identify victims who are at high risk
for lethality and link them with their local domestic violence provider for safety planning
and follow-up services. There are currently 14 police agencies and 8 domestic
violence providers participating in the program, with plans to expand it to 30 police
departments and 18 providers by the end of the year.

The LAP pilot program kicked off in September and in its first six months has proven
to be a highly valuable and successful tool. Data available from 9/15/12 — 12/31/12
demonstrates that law enforcement completed 428 screens, identifying 63% of victims
as being in high danger. Of those victims, 89% spoke with a domestic violence
advocate by phone while still at the scene and 65% of those who spoke to an
advocate by phone later went for follow-up services.

CCADV has formed a law enforcement advisory commiltee with key stakeholders
including state and focai law enforcement, POST, domestic violence advocates,
mental health providers, prosecutors, and a university researcher. The committee will
evaluate LAP and make other recommendations regarding best practices for the
police response to domestic viclence, The committee will also make recommendations
for possible inclusion in the Connecticut Law Enforcement Officers’ Field Manuals.

Another focus of CCADV has been to develop substantive training opportunities for
law enforcement. In conjunction with our member advocates, we currently provide
team trainings at local law enforcement agencies, which are part of the mandatory
domestic violence training that police officers receive. | am a certified instructor
through the Police Officer Standards and Training Council {POST), along with other
CCADY and member staff. Our goal is to have at least one POST-certified instructor in
each member agency.
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All of CCADV's trainings are offered free of charge to law enforcement and we have had nearly 100 officers
sign up for trainings since January. We have also conducted joint trainings with POST, including one earlier
this month with over 100 police officers and domestic violence advocates that featured a national speaker
and recommendations for working together to best respond to victims.

As CCADV's Law Enforcement Coordinator, | participate in numerous groups across the state including the
New Haven Domestic Violence Task Force, the CT Police Chief's Association, and the Connecticut Chapter
of the FBI National Academy. CCADV and several of our member agencies will also participate in the
Family Violence Model Policy Governing Counci! which will oversee and evaluate the existing statewide
model law enforcement policy on family violence.

| hope | have been able to offer a comprehensive overview of the substantial work that CCADV and our
member programs engage in with both state and local law enforcement. We thank law enfercement for their
commitment to improving the police response to domestic violence and look forward to continuing our

partnership.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today and I'd be happy to answer any questions.

Joe Froehlich

Law Enforcement Coordinator
(860) 282-7899
jfroehlich@ctcadv.org




