Planning and Development Committee
Friday, February 1, 2013
10:00 AM in Room 2B of the LOB

WRITTEN TESTIMONY
IN SUPPORT OF HB 5529

Good Morning, my name is Gregg Schuster and | am the First Selectman of the Town of Colchester. {am
writing in support of House Bill 5529, “An Act Requiring a Two-Thirds Vote to Enact Municipal
Mandates.”

Last year alone, the Legislature attempted to pass over 20 new unfunded mandates' that would directly
and negatively impact towns and cities. Of those, 12 were successful — adding to the cost to run
municipalities. As you are well aware, municipalities have been operating on shoe-string budgets for
years due to the struggling economy. Last year, Colchester, unfortunately, had its revaluation whereby
the grand list shrunk by over ten percent. Normally, revaluations provide some aspect of tax relief by
decreasing the mill rate, but that did not occur for us. Even with a year-over-year decrease of the
Town'’s budget, the mill rate still increased. State mandates, either partial or unfunded, force towns to
decide between cutting services or increasing taxes to pay for the mandate.

Each legislator lives in a town that is directly affected by state mandates. By requiring the Assembly to
vote separately on each mandate as well as needing more than a simple majority to pass such
legislation, makes each legislator understand the effect of an affirmative vote and obliges both Houses
to fully support a tax increase for themselves.

The well-intentioned goal of many proposed bills is not lost on municipal leaders. However, seeking out
our guidance and suggestions would be better served than simply formulating an idea and making us
pay for it.

Therefore, | encourage the members of the Planning and Development Committee to vote in favor of
this bill,

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Gregg Schuster

First Selectman
Town of Colchester

' “CCM Mandates Report - 2012 Issue #13,” Connecticut Conference of Municipalities. May 15, 2012.



