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I thank the members of this Committee on Health and Safety Children for the opportunity to
testify today. My name is Richard T. Parmlee, Sr., and I am with Connecticut Coalition for
Environmental Justice. I am here to testifyin favor of RB 6526 Toxics Disclosure and Innovation
for Healthy Children.

I am here to speak out to protect the health of my children in addition to the other children in my
commumity, However, science is finding more toxic chemicals that affect our health and well-
being at lower and lower levels. What had been considered safe before is all too often and no
longer considered safe at these lower levels. We see increases in cancer rates among children,
higher proportionsof autism, higher and higher asthma rates. Study after study links many of
these toxic chemicals to everyday products confirming these health problems. Children are
among the most vulnerabie to effects of toxic chemicals that are found in everyday products.

We should not take chances with the health of our children. We need to act now to pass
comprehensive legislaton which protects the health and safety of our children 1 our
communities. The Toxics Disclosure and Innovation for Healthy Children bill would create a
process whereby toxic chemicalsof this kindshould be identified and phased out. This is a better
approach than to reducing one chemical at a time.

In fact it would take generations to pass separate legislation for each of the
thousands of toxic chemicals of high concern. We need a comprehensive
approach to this problem now.

I urge you to pass “RB 6526” Toxics Disclosure and Innovation for Healthy
Children



