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Testimony In Favor of
HB 6526 AAC Toxics Disclosure And Innovation For Healthy Children

I am Martin Mador, 130 Highland Ave., Hamden, CT 06518. I am the volunteer
Legislative Chair for the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club. I hold a Masters of
Environmental Management degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies.

The Sierra Club feels that the intentional and knowing introduction of toxics into our
environment is very much an environmental issue.

For decades we have been aware that of the 70-80,000 chemicals in our environment,
only a small handful have been banned or otherwise regulated, or even studied for toxicity.

In recent years we have followed Europe in moving towards the “precautionary
principle”. The standard has changed from “ sure, use anything until it is proven harmful beyond
any legal doubt” to “when the accumulated evidence says you have a problem, its time to find a
safe alternative”. 

Why is HB 6526 an important and significant piece of legislation? Because it establishes
an appropriate and effective framework for the state to identify toxics which are of highest 
concern to us. Then it establishes a clearly delineated method for taking action.

In the past, we have run legislation on specific individual chemicals of interest, year after
year, one chemical at a time. This provides no opportunity to prioritize our concerns. HB 6526
instead establishes a program which utilizes the expertise of our state agencies to identify
chemicals which should receive priority attention. It allows the state to reference lists already
assembled, such as those from the European Union, Maine, Washington, California and
Minnesota, and the Interstate Chemicals Clearinghouse. Use of this program will both save us
money and accelerate the move to safer chemicals.

And it establishes a resource which Connecticut manufacturers and businesses can use to
make their products safer, which has become an essential element in keeping us competitive in
the global marketpace. For exaplie, it will help ensure access for Connecticut businesses to the
European marketplace.

This is not the first year this important legislation has appeared. It is time to implement it.
The Sierra Club strongly endorses the bill.
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