Martha Kelly
Testimony before the Children’s Committee
In Favor of

H.B. No. 6526 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING TOXICS DISCLOSURE AND INNOVATION
FOR HEALTHY CHILDREN. (KID)

| am Martha Kelly, of 57 Curtiss St, Hartford, CT 06106. | work for the Connecticut Coalition
for Environmental Justice. | am also a grandmother. Thank you for this opportunity to make
comments on HB 6526.

I thank the Children’s Committee for raising this bill. We are all exposed to thousands of
chemicals in our air, water, food, and everyday products around us. Most of these have not been
adequately studied for their impact on human health, individually, let alone in combination, as
we experience them in our lives.

The timing of exposures is often critical to their impact on us. Children and babies, and those not
yet born, are the most vulnerable to environmental exposures, when their organs are in rapid
development. Prenatal exposure may lead to disease decades later.

Our federal system of regulation, the Toxic Substances Control Act, seems to be stalled in the
1970’s, the past century.

As a state and a nation we are staggering under the weight of paying for the diagnosis and
treatment of illness. Yet we put very few resources into the prevention of illness.

We are concerned about the need to revitalize our economy, yet we have failed to modernize our
regulatory system to ensure that our manufacturers will create products that satisfy the more
protective standards in effect in under REACH in Europe.

This legislation will take a big step toward protecting our children and our future by empowering
our own experts with toxicological training at the Department of Public Health to make use of h
evidence developed in the European Union, Maine, Washington, California, and Minnesota on
chemicals of concern. Connecticut has tools available to minimize the impact on the DPH like
membership in the Interstate Chemicals Clearinghouse.

Connecticut would not be starting from scratch in this endeavor. Manufacturers are already
reporting on their use of toxic chemicals to other governments, such as the EU and state like
Maine and Washington. Connecticut can benefit from making use of these pooled resources.

The lessons of lead, DDT, and PCB exposure illustrate the need for society-wide interventions.
Please act favorably on this bill and move Connecticut along toward setting policies that will
protect our most vulnerable and precious population, our children.


http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06526&which_year=2013

Thank you,

Martha Kelly
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