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March 11, 2013

Good morning all members of the Judiclal Committee. My name is Carmen Ortiz; beside me Is
my brother, sister, family, and wife. We are here In support of Bill # S.B. 52 & H.B., # 6581 an act
concerning santence modification of juveniles. | would like to read this testimony on behalf of my
brother:

Good morning to all Committee members, my name Is Wilfredo Ortiz #267526. | am sefving a
27 year sentence for felony murder, | was 17 years of age when arrested and I've been incarcerated for
14 years, going on 15. Forever there will be a deep hole, a wound that can never heal. No matter how
good | do, my actions hurt 0 many people | will live with this forever. For my victims and victim’s family
sorry is not enough. | was a young Ignorant kid, with no education, or guidance. 1lived in street areas
that where filthy with drugs and gangs. At the age, | began to try to identify myself | was trying to fit In.
I was looking for acceptance, love and support in the wrong places, so | joined the streets. This is when
my nightmare started, the streets where all | knew. | made so many poor decislons and choices In life,
bacause | knew no better. When running in the streets, you are made to believe the streat
concepts...concepts that after 14 years, lots of pain, suffering, and loss where not true, During my 14
years of incarceration | accomplished so many things of course it was a struggle in the beginning...|
found myself with a 27 year sentence and nothing to Jook forward to. | did everything in the hook that
describes negative. 1belleved at the time, that it was over for me. Hope was out the window, how do
you explain a sentence to a kid if he knows nothing? So I went from bad to worse, it wasn't until reality
started to set in that ) said to myself “I need to change”. My family was hurting, | myself started to think
" and reflect and | knew in that moment | needed to change, but how? At the time | was housed In Level 5
maximum security prison, | successfully complated gang programs. | made it to general population, |
started getting involved in programs D.0.C offers, Still struggling with my ways, but trying... | knew | had
to serve 25 years In prison, no matter how good 1 did because of the charge itself of felony murder, | had
to serve no less than 25 years a minimum mandatory sentence... For others, this chain of thoughts Is
why they continue on 8 negative path without any hope. For me it was more of just trying to become a
better person. |was trying to really find myself. To identlfy who | am and what | wanted in life. |
started to take full advantage of any and every program D.0.C has to offer, [ wentto school, learned
English properly, to read and write and after 3 attempts | completed my GED a tool that is required in
life. Especially in D.O.C In order to be accepted into other programs, which have changed my life around
AN.P is one of them; Alternative to Violence Program it teaches you how to change a negative situ ation
into a positive outcome. Malnly to show you that we all possess tools in life, and to use themina
positive way. Tools that allow us all to be good, to care for others, and most importantly to sympathize
and have compassion for others, and to always put yourself in other peoples shoes. 1am currently a
A.V.P facilitator, my experience in life has driven me to help others. Another program that | continue to
be a part of Is the Hospice Program in the prison. Itistrulya lifa changer; we “The Hospice Volunteers”
provide care for dylng men 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. These men becorne part of our family, men
from all walks of life. Some with family member’s by their side and others with just use holding their
hands. Also I am currently completing 75 hours of text book and instruction, and then | will need to
complete hours of supervised practical training to become a C.N.A (Certified Nurse’s Assistant} 1am
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To whom it may concern,

I am writing to recommend Wilfredo Ortiz in his future endeavors. During the time | have known
Wilfredo Oritz, it has been a privilege to know and work with him.

Specifically | am Involved in a program called Alternatives to Violence Prison Project. The program (AVP)
uses experiential learning with groups of Inmates to find constructive solutions to daily problems and to
use alternative techniques to manage stressful situations. This program is directed by teams of

facilitators, those who coma from the sutside world and those who are inmates. Wilfrede Ortiz is one of

the dedicated, skilled and capabie leaders in the AVP,

inmate facilitators come to AVP as novice participants and attend many workshops., They are evaluated
and selected to be future facilitators as they demonstrate significant positive insights and

transformations through the warksheps. They are the people who are committed to AVP principles of
respect, nanviolence and reconciliation. AVP facilitators hold dual roles in prison, they are the most
important [nstructional peer leaders during workshops and they are the peacemakers in the other parts
of prison life. They use the tools of AVP In the most stressful erwironment and they are successful.
Wilfredo Ortiz has been particularly dedicated to Influencing the very young men who are growing up in
prison. He has been an influential leader as well as a suecessful role model.

I have known Wilfedo Ortiz through training sessions and AVP workshops. We have participated In
many workshops as facilitators and | have every confidence in him. ! have seen him conduet workshaop
sessions with patience and persistence, committed always to helping others finding alternative beliefs
and solutions to problems. Wilfredo Ortiz is determined in his bellef that old patterns of behavior are
not successful for him or for others,

Wilfreds Ortiz carries a strong leadershlp role in AVP. He has a bright inquiring mind that s leading him
to discover the larger world. He demonstrates a calming stable influence on novice participants and uses
his own maturing process to demonstrate self-reflection, responsibility and perseverance towards
positive goals. Wilfreda Ortiz is consistent in his commitment to personal transformation and he shares
these qualities with others.

Furthermore, as with other Inmate facilitators, Wilfredo Ortiz contributas 100% of his energy, hard
work and focus for the success of AVP. He brings this ability to focus and persist with hard work to his

future career goals.

I strongly recommend Wilfredo Ortiz in his future goals. He will be a positive and constructive influence
- for his family, for the community and as a role model of a mature contributing member of our society.

Yours, ! f
AVP facilitater
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University of Connecticut

Health Center

CORRECTIONAL MANAGED HEALTH CARE

OSBORN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
335 BILTON ROAD
SOMERS, CT 06071

12/19/12

To whom it may concern,

I am writing in support of Mr. Wilfredo Ortiz. | have worked at Osborn Correctional for the
last five years, Along with my job as a nurse, ) am ctilrrently one of three hospice coordinator’s
here at Osborn. 1 had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Ortiz when he was transferred from McDougal
Correctional to Oshorn Correctional in May of 2011. It wasn‘t long before IMr. Ortiz quickly made
his mark on our hospice program.

As a Hospice Coordinator, | have worked closely with Mr. Ortiz seeing first hand his
dedication, empathy, and compasslon to the enhancement of life, not just his own but the lives of
all he comes in contact with. He is always willing to go the extra mile and when given a task he
doesn’t just carry it out, he fulfills it. He is innovative, motivated, and eager to learn, as wall as

share all that is available to him.

A4/25
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Mr. Ortiz has been a pillar to our hospice program here at Oshorn. Since his arrival in May
of 2011, he has dedicated well over 150 hours of séwlces to our dying population. He has touched
the lives of numerous dying patients, helping to ease men from all walks of life, with very different
temperaments through a very difficult transition from life to death, allowing these patients to die
with dignity respect, and most importantly love.

Mr. Ortiz has also been one of my best mentors for new hospice volunteers, showing them
what it takes to care for the dying patient, guiding them through the various emc;tions that arise
when dolng this emotionally draining work. Mr. Ortlz has faithfully been my go-to man when a
hospice patient is need of what can be some vigorous care in the middie of the night or 24-hours a
day. Mr. Ortiz graciously volunteers his time despite all the hours he commits to Hisjob asa
Certlfied Nurses Assistant, along with his many other commitmants.

it Is truly a pleasure to work along side with Mr. Ortiz; he has given 100% of himself and
left an amazing mark on this program. | would confidently recommend Mr. Ortiz for any future

endeavors.

1

Sincergly yours,

!

Heidi Glvens LPN / DCP
Osborn Correctional Facllity
335 Bilton Rd.

Somers, CT 06071

05/25




- Ortizs #26759¢ Q2-53

INMATE CERTJFIED NURSING ASSISTANT TRAINING
INTERVIEW LETTER

To: Qeeki y 2

From: Kristin Carabine, CN, CNA Program Coordinator

Subject: Inmate Nursing Assistant Training Interview

We would like to notify you that you have met the qﬁaﬂﬁcations for the CNA program
here at OCI. You are scheduled for an interview at the DR (Disciplinary Report) Roorm,
on Tues 9fy l|2= a (2494 _. Please use this letter as your pass.

If you are no longer interested, please Ifotify ryself or Sean MacRae, CHNS

PAGE ©6/25
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Ortiz #26759L Q2-53

INMATE CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT TRAINING
ACCEPTANCE LETTER

To: W\SGreda Ockiz
From: Kristin Carabine, CN, CNA. Program Coordinator

Subject: Inmate Nursing Assistant Training

Congratulations! You have been selected to participate in the Certified Nursing Assistant
. training program.

Tradning will take place in approximately 2-4 weeks. You will have 70 hours of
classroom and 120 hours of clinical to complete. You will be notified of the time and
location for the first class. Please bring a pen or pencil to each class, but specifically a
pen on the first class,

If you have decided to decline the training program, please notify myself or Sean
MacRae prior to the start of classes. Thank you,

/%L/@ (om /“é"/ W\/

o G
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§ has sacisfied all requirements pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes 10 - 5, as

This @ertifieg That

Wilfredo Oxtiz

amended, and is therefore awarded this diploma in compliance with the rules and
regulations of the Srate Board of Education.

~ Bigh Srhool Piploma

- " . B
No. 244504 Date Jagu 2 : /_) y ,) e
aguary §, 2004 a3 by |/ /

{
SeCrc,mi'{r Sjbétc Board of Bducation =~
v
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Certificate of Merit

Wilfredo Ortiz

267596

For participation in focus groups for HIV Awareness
MacDougall/Walker Correctionaf Institution

Presenled by

The BEYOND FEAR Program

Dennis O’Nejil, Program Manager
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 This Is To Certify That

WILFREDO ORTIZ

e e o @uﬁaﬁ@

267596

TIERT
‘on June.28, 2002

_has completed nine hours &a substance am.:am programmning,
meeting the requirements for the completion of

at Corrigan-Radgowski Correctional Center - -

e AN s

m...é@ﬂW% Counselor

CEILL

Counselor Supervisor

Major
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CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT
Wilfredo Ortiz

#267596

has successfully completed the
Tier I1 Addiction Services Program

Program at the smnneonmaﬁﬁ\a.h@w Correctional Institution.

10 February, 2005

PR NY | m. O__Qo_.meu

Idg M. Térry, LADC

RSN
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Certificate of Completion

ORTIZ, WILFREDO

H267596
For satisfactory completion of the AVP BASIC Workshop

Presented by

The Alternatives to Violence _u_.o_.moﬁ._so.

, Date: L.nm ZO< Om
QSE\N%\ ,\mrmmzaw. | \@\1

\...mo%.m&w -

Stern New m.:Qm:o.

!
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Certificate of Completion

Awarded to

ORTIZ, WILFREDO

_ #267596
For satisfactory completion of the AVP ADVANCED Workshop

Presented by

The Alternatives to Violence Project, Inc.
pate: 7-9 APR 06

o TS

24 L
Facilitator - AVP, inc. of Southwestern New England
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This nm&mnm.;m is m.Emamn_ to
&«&K @WM\.\M
Congratulations!

You have completed
ServSafe® Food Handler Training.

Eﬁaa\\ﬂ& c\&%ﬁ% Date .\n\u\ T2
o LLEDES iﬂﬂ&\&@\ |

2008, 2010 13lionz] Restaurar Associstian £
are registened trademarks od the Matkanal
HNational Restawen Asso-latipn Sotr)

ueational Foundntion. All ighis raserved. ServSale and the Sengaly go
Restavrraes Axsazation Edus)|ons Faundation, 2nd used uader ficense by
loru, LUC, 2 wivally crmmind 1usicizry of Uie Nakonal Restauri Agzaclalon,
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MODULES 6. BREAKFAST COOKERY 7. BAKE SHOP

8. SOUPS, STOCKS, SAUCES 9. MEAT AND POULTRY
10. FISH AND SHELL FISH
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MODULES:

11.

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 12, POTATOES STARCH 13. SALADS AND DRESSING

* 14, FOOD SERVICE MATH 15. CUSTOMER SERVICE 16. TRANSITIONAL NING /]
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[nmate Performance Evaluation Form CN 100101
Em Connecticut Department of Corraction 6/26/02
L P ] \
Inmate Name: — ()t~ J \\Jc)(“id o Inmate No.: 9 (,71 64 [,
Facility: MacDougall — Walker C.I. Date: 29 December 2004

Assignment Title: Tier || Mid-Term Evaluation | Evaluation Period: Nov. 4 - Dec. 28, 2004

Criteria Poor Fair Good Excellent
Attendance ] ] IE/ ]
Initiative O O IE/ ]
Productivity ] ] IE/ O
Attitude ] O B}/ []
Overall ] O IQ/ 7

Com‘\r-rﬁits and RE;ommendatlons %\ . CA g («OMP o
. C \ ™ a( |
3\\a<% [N S’k\ K«XM W \\\S ‘Q&

ecie~ees, U( \'\a A ?ﬂf’\'\’w@_
M()(Q)(U“O\u e 49!\)@&(3 {‘eaag“{:é)

T B A TR

r\s §
4y chere veoce M\a ‘*"\M““Q(

lnmate3|gnature /ﬁ/ 43//%@/

Supervisor signature U“' /]_'_ O Jf OC AN Lots Title: Corr. Counselor

Reviewer signature /ﬂ % Title: Corr. Counselor

[ P
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Inmate Performance Evaluation Form CN 100107 |
Connecticut Department of Correction 6/28/02 |
Inmate name Oy, fun [Fteg0 Inmate no.} ¢7.¢~ 3/

Faclllty MacDougall-Walker C _ o
Date 2/)57757

Assignment Title /4 71840 Evaluation Petiod J&77 5¢ ~ Man 67
N -"""'Gfi,'fo‘iﬂ—"" T "PUUT' REREIEEES = 1T SRR ..,-..-...G_o_oa“....__..-.._._...E.,)E.éé.",é_ﬁt_.___....._ et
Attendance
Initiative ' — X
| Productivity . @
Attitude
Overall

Comments and Recommendations
Jn) 0TI T A5EwE A Exlertent BAUBET,

V749 Coyd'/..rf‘emu,? 'Z)gMdyd'//Ln:(f IV ITTRE2 0 F ey /T8
SCECnd 75 MAenTA Ve TRE RYIEARANGE AN

. A& Cuns
C&gq;JL//Ug(I OFF TiE ZSwtLBES A, . /Wfﬂrﬁ/v
/Qazun,k.r AE Covwrics) OW 7o ENONE ZTHIT “THiE"

L onIADrD 3L jJAacolT HRE Corepreie? /I A
7’_,7/154/ £ adironS

Inmate signature JU Aéa f,(;éi“ 7>

Supervisor signature&/% : Title C/o
Reviewer slgnature N4 - | Title R |
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K,  Hospice and Palliative Care Tnmate Volunieer Performance Evaluation Form

Feaility__ NN pater__ Y2812~
InmaxeNama? ‘UX\WO ORAYY.  Number _al'.ﬂgb‘w
Assignment Title; _ AT of()\ o, bt
Bvaluation Period VS\QHN‘\ - {MM-T

Criteria: Poor Fair Good _ Excellent
Attendmcé
Initiative

Productivity

< |

Afttitnde.

—
s —

SRR

bvera]l

Comments and Reoommendaﬁomﬁu . (L h’,ﬂ.ﬂ& wor iy UU\WW who DUfB
VA U-’\& D’(: hﬂi@\ \l\ \Mﬂd KJ)/\& 4 MLKIQQ o le}J/“ D’MW(TB

_MLMJ V\W 0 :M W\dud.{fﬁ?} A \Ln(&zﬁw{)f
it o & s %Mwﬂ(ﬂ T, vé«»

tomate Signanire:__{ el AZE No. Cusbinus 4o W\OVWJL Pl /

Voluntesr Coordmatc@wi{é LW LUkTU’\ i \nmdﬂw\ e

Correé;ﬁonal Facility Liaisomn: . : S)WH? ’

30

12/14/05
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-| Inmate hame: O (‘l’\l

OFFENDER WORK PERFORMANCE & _cnl1b0101
PROGRAM REMOVAL/REFUSAL FORM Revised 08/12/1 1
lnmate number 2 [7 i Facmty*O Sb orn ;

Iedv

Performanca Evaluation F‘enod

Fom Y73~ t'E°

-2 12

Criteria
Attendance

iniftative
Productivity

Atltlﬁlde
overall

Current Joh/Pro. \Tm ASSELEE_IE

lDl—U

Dor

00 Oo
oo Qo D.D'E‘

a7
©
[»)
o

et

Expallent

Do ooy

Cornments.

M.
ot

Yo Ces

Otz C@vv\fp {LQQ\ JC&ftQ/)d\ Ses SLmS

Inmate Signature: .

Staff Sighature: ’
(Y

| PaeX o 2112

The area below 1 to be used for a Program or pr fef‘usal

Date: L{,_Z?H {L‘__ “

OFFERED ASSIGNMENT

PROGRAM/JOR NANIE

PROGRAM EODE

1'“

Refusal 2" Refusal

Addiction Serviees.

'{ Offender Programs

Eduecation

| Job

Other

| do not wlsh to parthlpate in the program or aetivity bemg offered to me at th[s facility at this time. | may
request to he placed on the wart hst at a latar date : .

i understand that refusal of an OAP program or ar:tm’cy may jenpfardlze my ehg[blhty for Risk Reduction
Earned Crer:llt or cammunity release programs

lnmate Signature: [Date:”
Staff Name (Print of Type): Staff Signature: ] Dats! B
Supervisor Name (F‘rirﬁ or Type): | Supervisor Signature: | Dater 7]

2% Thig mformatmn will- be-noteddn the RT3 system, onr-the Program Actlvrf:y Log, and a copy: mamratned in
Section 6 of tha Inmate Mester Fila. i .
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OFFENDER WORK PERFORMANCE &
PROGRAM REMOVAL/REFUSAL FORM

CN 100101
Revised 08/12/11

Inmatemn’z O ﬁfl"('z_

Inmate numbe

?‘(a Fac:-iﬁty:&éyO )

Gurrent Jo ml_gnment

Performa Evaluation Pariod

From: & Do (2- To 1/7’!_0/3

Criteria
Attendance

Initiative
'Productivity
Attitude
QOverall

Poor / Fair Good

OO |:||j1:||
oo oon

2

%

Commen% %2
L

S
S
J OO aaon

LR

Date: // ) i/‘a

Inmate Signature:. %0/ /W

Date: 7 / D oz

The area below Is to be used-for a Program or Job refusal.

5 Refusal 2 Refusal

Addletlon Services

{ OFFERED ASSIGNMENT | PROGRAM/IOB NAME PROGRAM CODE

ol

Offender Programs

Education

Joh

Other .

| do not, wish to participate in the program or activity baing offered to me at this facility at this time. I may

request to be placed on the wait list at a later date,

[ understand that refusal of-an OAP program or activity may Jeopardaze my eligibillty for Risk Reduction

Earned Credit or community release programs.

inmate Signature; Date:
Staff Name (Print or Type): Staff Signature: Date;
Suparvisor Name (Print or Type): Supervisor Signature: Date;

*** This information will be noted In the RT3 system, on the Program Activity Log, and a copy maintalned in

Saction 6 of the Inmatae Master File.
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TO: Justice Committee (Attn; GEORGE)

FAX: 860,240.0196

PHONE: 860.240,0530 ' . B

FROM: Rachael Ortiz Yy

PHONE: 860-944-8019

PAGE& g )
N\’

RE: Wilfredo Ortiz # 267596 “Testimony for Public Hearing on 8/11/2013”

%,
7,
‘ﬂf

&

%

CC.

COM MENTS:

Dear George,

]
Per. our conversation this morning attached you will see the documents

Wilfredo Ortiz #267596 testimony for the Public Hearing on 3/11/2013.If you can
please scan these documents for testivaonies from the youthful Offenders
_pertaining to these bills (S.B 52 & H.B 6581.. Any furture information please
contact me at the number listed above. Thank you again for adding thie info to
the Justice Committee Meeting “Public Hearing” dated 3/11/201.3.

Sincerely,

“AAteha O M. Ortiz— "D

Rac}_lael M. Ortiz

[] urgENT

("] PLEASE COMMENT
[} PLEASE REVIEW

[ 1 FOR YOUR RECORDS

PAGE @1/83
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March 11, 2013

Good morning all members of the Judiclal Committee. My name is Carmen Ortiz, baslde me is
my brother, sister, family, and wife. We are here in support of Bill # 5.B. 52 & H.B. # 6581 an act
concerning sentence modification of juveniles. 1would like to read this testimony on behalf of my

brother:

Good morning ta all Committee members, my name is Wilfredo Ortiz #267596. 1 am serving a
27 year sentence for felony murder. 1 was 17 years of age when arrested and I've been incarcerated for
14 years, going on 15. Forever there will be a deep hole, a wound that ¢can never heal. No matter how
good I do, my actions hurt so many people [ will live with this forever. For my victims and victim’s family
sorry is not enough. | was a young ighorant kid, with no education, or guldance. | lived In street areas
that where filthy with drugs and gangs. At the age, I began to try to identify myself | was trylng to fit In.
I was looking for acceptance, love and support in the wrong places, 50 | joined the streets. This is when
my nightmare started, the streets where all | knew. | made so many poor decisions and choices in lifa,
because | knew no better. When running in the streets, you are made to believe the street
concepts...concepts that after 14 years, lots of pain, suffering, and loss where not true. During my 14
years of incarceration | accomplished so many things of course it was a struggle in the beginning...|
found myself with a 27 year sentence and nothing to look forward to. | did everything in the book that
describes negative. | believed at the time, that it was over for me. Hope was out the window, how do
you explain a sentence to a kid If he knows nottilng? So | went from bad to worse, it wasn’t until reality
started to set in that | said to myself “| need to change”. My family was hurting, | myself started to think
and reflect and | knew in that moment | needed to change, but how? At the time | was housed In Level 5
maximum security prison. [ successfully completed gang programs. | made it to general population, |
started gettlng involved In programs D.0.C offers. Still struggling with my ways, but trying... [ knew | had
to serve 25 years In prison, no matter how good | did because of the charge itself of felony murder, | had
to serve no less than 25 years a minimum mandatory sentence... For others, this chain of thoughts is
why they continue on a negative path without any hope. For me it was more of just trying to become a
better person. | was trying to really find myself. To identify who [ am and what | wanted in life. |
started to take full advantage of any and every program D.0.C has to offer. 1went to school, learned
English properly, to read and write and after 3 attempts | completed my GED a tool that is required in
life. Especlally In D.0.Cin order to be accepted into other programs, which have changed my life around
A.V.P1s one of them; Alternative to Volence Program It teaches you how to change a negative situation
Into & pasitive outcome. Mainly to show you that we all possess tools in life, and to use them in a
positive way. Tools that allow us all to be good, to care for others, and most importantly to sympathize
and have compasslon for others, and to always put yourself in other peoples shoes. |am currently a
AV.P facilitator, my experience in life has driven me to help others. Another program that | continue to
be a part of is the Hospice Program in the prison. itis truly a life changer; we “The Hospice Volunteers”
provide care for dying men 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. These men become part of our family, men
from all walks of life. Some with family member’s by their side and others with just use holding thelr
hands. Also I am currently completing 75 hours of text book and instruction, and then | will need to
complete hours of supervised practical training to hecome a C.N.A (Certified Nurse’s Assistant) | am
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determined to complete my state exam and get my C.N.A license. Finally | am completing the “Culinary
Art” vocational program, | am trying to stay focused and busy in this prison environment. [f 1got
anything from a bad decision that got me 27 years in prison was that | learned to appreciate life, to
respect anything, everything, and everyone., To be a humble Individual, to have compassion for others,
and | can proudly say that today | am a better person. | am not the 17 year old kid that knew no better,
and | continue to strive to be a better person every day. |believe in second chances, and | cannot undo
my past but | am sorry for all the hurt and harm | caused but | know that | am living proof of change. |
know that if given the opportunity | will be a productive member of soclety and | sincerely hope that my
testimony can create a positive outlook from the prospective of someone who has lived it, matured, and
been rehabilitated. To see the change of whom [ was, to who | am today. Thank you for allowing me to
present my testimony.

Respectfully submitted

Wilifredo Ortiz #267596




