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Good day Senator Coleman, Representative Fox and distinguished members of the Judiciary
Committee. For the record, my name is Garvin Ambrose and | am the Victim Advocate for the State of

Connecticut. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony concerning:

Raised House Bill No. 6698, An Act Concerning Grand Jury Reform.

| fully support this proposal. The purpose of Raised House Bill No. 6698 is to revise and streamline the
investigatory grand jury procedures. Among other things, the proposed bill would enable the Chief
State’s Attorney or a State’s Attorney to make an application for an investigation into the commission
of a crime or crimes whenever such applicant reasonably suspects that a crime or crimes have been
committed and attests that the interests of justice requires that an investigation be conducted into
said crime or crimes by the use of an investigatory grand jury.

Currently, the applicant for an investigatory grand jury must demonstrate that he or she has no other
means of obtaining sufficient information as to whether a crime has been committed or the identity of
the person or persons who may have committed a crime. On the other hand, under the proposed
language of Raised House Bill No. 6698, the applicant will only have to demonstrate that the interests
of justice require the use of an investigatory grand jury, a seemingly lesser burden for the Chief State’s
Attorney or State’s Attorney to overcome in order to investigate crimes. It would also enable the
applicant to submit the application for an investigation into the commission of a crime to the presiding
judge of the Judicial District where the crime(s) occurred rather than to a panel of judges in an effort to
streamline the application process.

The proposal further provides that once a presiding judge approves the application and orders an
investigation into the commission of a crime or crimes, the investigatory grand jury would convene in
the judicial district where the crime or crimes being investigated are reasonably suspected of having
been committed, unless the presiding judge determines that it should be located in another judicial
district. This revision in the grand jury process would make it easier for any witnesses to appear before
the investigatory grand jury since the location of the court would be in the same judicial district where
the crimes have been suspected of being committed.

To protect from actual abuse or the perceived threat of abuse, Raised Bill No. 6698 also provides for an
approval process from the investigatory grand jury when the Chief State’s Attorney or State’s Attorney
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seeks to use a subpoena to compel the appearance of witnesses and the production of documents at
the investigatory grand jury proceeding. This would serve to ensure that the people being summoned
to testify, and documents being sought, are relevant to the criminal investigation into the commission
of a crime. Additionally, the proposal provides for notice to the recipient of the subpoena, of their
right to seek and have counsel present, and to consult with such counsel at the investigative grand
jury. Notice would also be given as to the recipient’s right to seek the court appointment of counsel in
the event that the individual is indigent.

Finally, Raised House Bill No. 6698 allows for oversight by the Chief Court Administrator’s Office for
reporting all applications filed for an investigation into the commission of a crime or crimes, approved,
approved for extension of time and disposition of any criminal charges as a result of the investigation,
which is in turn provided to the Chief justice, Governor and the General Assembly.

Raised House Bill No. 6698 will improve the current ineffectual grand jury process and enable the Chief
State’s Attorney and State’s Attorneys to more fully investigate criminal activity in their respective
judicial districts. | urge the Committee to vote favorably on Raised House Bill No. 6698.

Thank you for consideration of my testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

—T"merbe, Ese
State Victim Advocate
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