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iy msartaln v 1o seek release under parole supervision after serving a porlion of the
immdiata Past Prostdant sentence. Such leg%slatu-)n W{ll help ensure thaF all youth are held
SS— AN:er'EI HARVEY s Command accountable for their aciions 1n an age-appropriale manner.
wlsion of Prisons ~ emala Comman .. 1 . .
Relslgn, NG As the Judiciary Committee considers the proposed bills, we urge
Aaile Harvey@duc.16.65 membets to consider the well-cstablished scientific evidence that
Emﬁﬂé;:‘hﬂmﬁr{;(:n o proves the fundamental differences between youth and adults. Recent
Joyca Conley, Virghia research shows that children do not have adult levels of judgment,
Connla Cruz, $lgh ' 0 . .
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nEach One . .. Teach One”




AWTEC supports sound public policy that promotes accountability and keeps communities safe
through the recognition of fandamentat differences between youth and adults. Meaningful
“second look” provisions do not allow for the premature release of inmates serving time in
prison for serious offenses. Instead, they ensure that youth convicted of serious crimes have the
chance to work towards release if they can prove, later in life, that they have been rehabilitated.

We appreciate the Committee’s attention on this important issue.

Kathy Waters, AWEC President




