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My name is Jennifer Herz and 1 am Assistant Counse] for the Connecticut Business &
Industry Association (CBIA). CBIA represents approximately 10,000 businesses
throughout Connecticut and the vast majority of these are small companies employing less
than 50 people.

CBIA encourages you to support SB 812, An Act Concerning the Connecticut Health
Insurance Board of Directors. This bill would add an essential player, an active insurance
producer - commonly known as a broker, to the state exchange board of directors.

CBIA supports this bill because the state exchange board will benefit from the expertise of a
broker while continuing its implementation of the Affordable Care Act in Connecticut.

Many Connecticut businesses rely on brokers to analyze and purchase health insurance for
their employees, just like individuals rely on brokers for their auto, renter’s and
homeowner’s insurance guidance. Due to these close relationship brokers are uniquely
situated to assist and lend expertise to the state exchange. Such insight into the everyday
operations and challenges of small businesses and individuals will be an essential resource
especially with open enrollment only months away.

Brokers have the experience and knowledge to serve as a strong advocates for the needs of
small business and individuals in this changing market and therefore CBIA supports Bill No.
812.

Thank you for the opportunity to present CBIA’s comments.
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