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The Connecticut Council of Small Towns (COST) supporis HB-6121 An Act Concerning
Affordable Housing Developments Within Watershed Areas, which recognizes the need to
balance affordable housing goals with protecting the state’s water resources.

Numerous laws require municipalities to protect the state’s aquifers, water resources and
watershed lands in making land use decisions. However, municipalities face uncertainty
complying with these laws when faced with proposed affordable housing developments.
Although watershed land owned by a water company is protected from development or activities
that could threaten water resources, watershed land that is owned privately is not.

Recently, the court in Eureka V, LLC v. Planning and Zoning Commission of Ridgefield et al.,
held that, given the numerous state laws designed to protect the state’s water resources, a
proposed housing development in a drinking water watershed must be subject to density
restrictions.

HB-6121 reflects this decision and will help address the uncertainty municipalities face in
complying with affordable housing laws and state and federal water protection laws.

COST therefore urges support for HB-6121.
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