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COMMENTS TO BILLS RELATING TO STATUTES § 8-30g,
THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING LAND USE APPEALS ACT

I am sure many of you sawe and much will be discussed here today reparding the education
achievement gap between majority and minority races in Connecticut which is the largest in the
country. Affordable housing in subtirbs will begin to address this with comparatively minimal yp
front subsidy ANDNO ON-GOING SUBSIDY. A student livinig in affordable housing in Avon,
Farmington or Berlin, as an example. and attending Migh School there. is extremely likely to
graduate and proceed to College. For those students who graduate from a two or a four year
College, the eycle-of poverty is almest certainly broken. This is why we are so passionate dbout
huilding affordable housing i the suburbs — because wve believe it is the best strategy o break:
the cycle of poverly.

As President Obama declared i the 2010 State of the Union Address, “.in the 24" centinrv, the
hest anti-poverisprogram aronnd is a world-cluss education, And in tis cowntiv, the success of ,
our children cannot depend more onowhere they live than on their potential..”

Suburban schools in Connecticul arc among the best public s¢hools in the United Stares,

Connecticutis umquc because some of the nation’s n1ost challenged school systems are adjacent,
o some o the nation’s best school systenis. - Owr housing policy in Connecticui should recognize
this fact and provide big incentives for'the construction of affordablc tamily housing: in suburbs
that-will allow some families to move a very short distance fot-a better cdueation.

The impact of substandard and unaffordable heusing is being felt on Connecticut’s economy.
“The parents secking better education for their children are integral to Connecticut’s workforee,
Much of Comluﬁcu[ recent job g_“luwth i in rotail and other comparatively Tow wage paying
jobs.  Werwill not induce ficiy: conipanies to Iocate to Cannecticut or retain existing companics
unless those companies can find suilable housing their employees can afford within lose
proximity of thewaorkplace — and by-definition that means-where those cmployees can be assured
that their chifdren are provided 4 first class edacation. Each affordable housing unit developed in
a suburban community contributes to closing the education achievement gap.and provides a upit
of work force housing that benelits'the State™s cconomic development strateny,

While we applaud Connecticut™s overall commitment to national trends. such as Transit Oriented
Development, we submit for your consideration the need to leverage @ unique Connecticul
advantage - our excellent suburban public school systems, Connecticut’s suburbs contain many
of our nutions™ best public schools within _close proximity to- some of the nations™ most
disadvantoged public schools. Alffordable housing constructed in these suburban communitics
quickly moves disadvantaged stidents’into Connecticut’s suburban public schools. As a result of
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the close proximity, parents can maintain their place of cmployment, worship, familial ties. cle.
A student graduating from one-of these suburban high schools is highly likely to aftend college.
likely to graduate college and likely to attain a level of employment where they will have the
opportunity fo own their own home. The objective is to break the cyele so that the grown and
educated child does not need rental housing subsidies. This has been a l[undamental tenet of

affordable housing since ifs inceplion.

If'we are going to have fewer impoverished families, we have to break the gencrational cycle of
poverty. Magnet Schools and improved inner City schools contribute to the same objective, but
education in Connecticut’s subwrbs can casily be an important part of the solution. We have
constructed four quality fumily affordable rental housing communitics in Avon, Berlin and
Farmington and have witnessed this phenomenon. Only one of the four developments involved
titigation. Three of the foar developments were welcomed by the host community, Even. the
Town where we litigated was L\[rdoi‘dfmrily aceomunodating, and we enjoy an excellent long
term track record and relationship with it These development contribute to the vibrancy and the
diversity of the Towns where they are tocated while placing no disproportionate burden on Towa

resources.
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