SENATE

STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

SENATOR MICHAEL A. McLACHLAN DEPUTY MINCRITY LEADER
TWENTY-FOURTH SENATE DISTRICT RANKING MEMBER
GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION &
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING ELECTIONS COMMITTEE
SUITE 3400
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591 MEMBER
Capitol; (800) 842-1421t FINANCE, REVENUE, & BONDING COMMITTEE
E-mait: Michael.McLachlan@ega.ct.gov JUDICIARY COMMTTEE

Website: www SenatorMcLachlan.com TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

February 28, 2013

Senator Bye, Representative Willis and distinguished members of the Higher Education and
Employment Advancement Committee,

1 am State Senator Michael McLachlan, and I here today to speak in support of Senate Bill 476,
An Act Requiring Input from Local Manufacturers in Developing Manufacturing Technology
Programs at the Regional Community-Technical Colleges.

Manufacturing is an essential part of the employment environment in Connecticut. It has a long
history of providing our residents with good-paying and stable jobs. Additionally, these jobs
produce products which provide for our everyday needs here in Connecticut and throughout the
world.

This legislation would require input from local manufacturers to regional-technical community
colleges as colleges develop and expand their existing manufacturing technology programs. This
input will ensure that the programs offered are in step with manufacturing industries’ demands.
This is about helping to ensure that our students coming out of these programs are best equipped
for the available jobs. This legislation will not only strengthen the manufacturing technology
programs at our community colleges, but strengthen our manufacturing sector as a whole. |
believe this legislation will direct more of Connecticut’s residents into high-quality jobs, as well
as provide a boost to our state’s manufacturers.

[ urge the committee to support this important legislation.



