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Testimony
$B922 AN ACT CONCERNING THE CONNECTICUT UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ACT.

On behalf of over 1000 physicians practicing in the medical fields of Dermatology, Ophthalmology,
Otolaryngology and urology and our patients we would like to propose an amendment to $8922 AN ACT
CONCERNING THE CONNECTICUT UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICES ACT to include changes to Section 52-205
of the general statutes to repeal and substitute lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2013, and applicable
to actions fited on or after said date):

{a) In all cases, whether entered upon the docket as jury cases or court cases, the court may order that
one or more of the issues joined be tried before the others.

(b) In any civil action to recover damages resulting from personal injury or wrongful death that is to be
tried to a jury, any party may file a written motion requesting that the court order the trial bifurcated
into two phases, liability and damages. Unless the court determines that the risk of prejudice to the
party requesting bifurcation is substantially outweighed by the benefit of a single phase trial, the
court shall grant the motion.

Statement of Purpose:

The revision creates a preference for a bifurcated (two-phased) trial similar to the criminal law, where
the first phase involves the determination by the jury of whether a defendant acted negligently and the
second phase involves the determination of the amount of damages to be awarded if the defendant was
negligent. A court may decide to hold a single phase trial if the risk of prejudice is substantially
outweighed by the benefits of a single phase.

We support this change to SB 922 as an attempt to bring a level of fairness to Connecticut’s civil action
cases involving personal injury and or wrongful death, similar to criminal action cases. We hope you will
consider supporting this language.



