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March 4, 2013 
 

RE:  SB-843, AN ACT CONCERNING REVENUE ITEMS TO IMPLEMENT THE 
GOVERNOR'S BUDGET 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced proposal.   
 
The Town of Stonington would lose almost $2 million in revenues if the property tax on 
motor vehicles is eliminated, a loss of revenue that will have to be made up by shifting more 
of the tax burden to our homeowners and businesses or by cuts to critical services.   
 
Towns are facing another very difficult budget year, particularly in view of the state’s budget 
deficit and the impact that this may have on state aid to municipalities. Although we are 
making significant efforts to reduce costs, revenues have been flat or decreasing, putting us in 
the position of having to look for additional cuts or increases in property taxes.  
 
Therefore, we are very concerned about the provisions in SB-843, An Act Concerning 
Revenue Items to Implement the Governor’s Budget, which would eliminate the 
property tax on motor vehicles.  While we understand that Governor Malloy is interested in 
providing some tax relief to individuals, there are very few individuals who will benefit from 
the elimination of this tax because they will end up paying more in taxes on their homes or 
businesses. 
 
I therefore urge you to oppose the provisions in the bill which eliminate this important source 
of revenue for our towns.  
 
 
Sincerely 
 
Edward Haberek Jr. 
First Selectman 
 
 


