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Good Afternoon Senator Duff, Representative Reed, and members of the Energy and Technology
Committee. My name is Todd Berch and | am with the Connecticut AFL-CIO.

I am here today to testify on behalf of the 900 affiliated local unions representing members from all 169
cities and towns of Connecticut in support of the Governor’s Bill Number 6360 — An Act Concerning
Implementation of Connecticut’s Comprehensive Energy Strategy.

Attached to this testimony is a resolution passed by the delegates at the 2012 Connecticut AFL-CIO
convention. This resolution is in alignment with the goals of the proposed bill to reduce energy costs for
residences and businesses. This bill also achieves environmental goals and creates local green jobs.

An estimated 7,000 jobs will be created to build approximately 900 miles of gas mains and upgrading
aging infrastructure that is need of repair. There will also be a demand for installers of high efficiency
equipment that will reduce energy consumption and energy costs of the consumer.

The Connecticut AFL-CIO, its affiliates, and the central labor councils are poised and ready to educate
our members and community outreach programs on conservation, energy alternatives, and choices of
energy conversion and equipment upgrades.

We firmly believe that making energy conservation choices will lead to lower demand and lower costs
when coupied with weatherization and energy audits.

This energy strategy will also make Connecticut manufacturers and other business more competitive by
reducing energy costs that are burdensome to Connecticut’s economy and job growth.

We are also committed to seeking renewable and alternative forms of energy technologies by
prioritizing the development and manufacturing of these technologies here in the State of Connecticut.

We appreciate the committee holding this public hearing and would be happy to address any questions.
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