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The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) is Connecticut’s statewide association of towns and cities 
and the voice of local government - your partners in governing Connecticut.  Our members represent over 92% 
of Connecticut’s population. We appreciate the opportunity to testify on bills of interest to towns and cities. 
  
CCM supports House Bill 531 “An Act Preserving and Retaining the Environmental Benefits of In-State 
Resource Recovery Facilities”. 
  
This bill would create a new category of renewable energy sources – Class IIA – for energy output from 
existing in-state trash-to-energy facilities.  This new classification will place the energy output from these 
facilities in a priority ranking for purchase by electric suppliers and generators. 
 
Due to the substantive market decline in energy pricing, some trash-to-energy facilities have experienced a 
significant loss in revenues for their energy sales.  This loss, if not replaced, could mean increased tipping fees 
to municipalities or the closure of such facilities. 
 
Towns and cities are facing the potential for significant state aid reductions, based on the current proposed 
budget, not to mention the looming possibility for a greater than $633 million loss in revenues if elimination of 
the car tax is implemented.  An increase in tipping fees at any time, but especially now, would be detrimental to 
local budgets. 
 
In addition, these facilities play a vital environmental role in Connecticut’s solid waste disposal system by 
allowing our state to handle the disposal of our waste in an efficient manner, and avoiding landfilling, while 
simultaneously generating needed electricity.  Absent their ability to continue to exist, we will be faced with 
needing to find alternative disposal methods – this will mean greater landfilling and hauling to other states.   
 
CCM urges the committee to support the environmental and fiscal benefits trash-to-energy facilities 
provide by favorably reporingt this bill. 

 
     

  
If you have any questions, please contact Kachina Walsh-Weaver, State Relations Manager for CCM  

via email kwalsh-weaver@ccm-ct.org or via phone (203) 710-9525. 
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