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Testimony of the Greater Meriden Chamber of Commerce regarding:

Support of Raised Bill No. 6402: An Act Modernizing the State’s
Telecommunications Laws — 02/21/2013

In keeping in concert with our Chamber's 2013 Legislative Action Agenda as
approved by our Board of Directors on January 9, 2013, the Greater Meriden
Chamber of Commerce completely recognizes the need for a reform of the
telecommunications laws in the State of Connecticut. The laws, as currently
written, do not reflect the dynamic and dramatic change that has transformed
the industry. A fundamental fairness of equal rules for providers of similar
services, the so-called "leve! playing field”, should accompany market forces
in order for all consumers to feel comfortable making decisions. There are
regulatory redundancies that need to be eliminated and the resulting savings
can be used to invest more deeply in the Siate’s changing infrastructure.

The State needs to take steps that foster the investment in new and emerging
technologies. The elimination of burdensome regulations, which this bill
seeks, will do just that. The shift from wire line to wireless communication
continues at a rapid pace. More and more businesses rely on broadband
technology to communicate with customers, vendors and employees. Highly-
skilled, good-paying jobs are reliant on the most modern technology being
employed by the private sector of our economy. Employers require a robust
high-speed Internet to compete in the marketplace. The State of Connecticut
needs that same infrastructure to attract new businesses and allow existing
business to expand and grow without having to consider moving. The State
needs this investment to compete as much as businesses do. And we are
not just competing focally any more but globally.

| urge you to pass this legislation. It is critical to businesses and residents
alike. 1t has a profound impact on how we work, learn and communicate.
The time is now to update our state’s telecommunications laws. Please make
this a reality and pass Raised Bill No. 6402,

Sincerely,

]

Séan W. Moore
President
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