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Chairman Duff, Chair Reed and Members of the Energy and Technology Committee:   
 
The New England Clean Energy Council (NECEC or Council) greatly appreciates the 
opportunity to comment on H.B. No. 6360, An Act Concerning Implementation of 
Connecticut’s Comprehensive Energy Strategy (CES or Strategy) and related bills being 
heard today.   
 
The New England Clean Energy Council is a clean energy business association whose 
mission is to accelerate New England’s clean energy economy to global leadership by 
building an active community of stakeholders and a world-class cluster of clean energy 
companies.  The Council’s members and sponsors include clean energy businesses, 
services and technology companies, venture investors, major financial institutions, 
universities, industry associations, utilities, labor and large commercial end-users.  They 
span the broad spectrum of the clean energy sector, including energy efficiency, 
renewable energy (e.g., solar, wind, hydro, anaerobic digestion), combined heat and 
power (CHP), biofuels, advanced and “smart” technologies (e.g., smart grid, fuel cells, 
storage, batteries, materials), among others.  A cross-section of our members are 
operating and investing in Connecticut and more are interested in doing so. 
 
Implementation of the Comprehensive Energy Strategy is an opportunity for Connecticut 
to provide national leadership in advancing clean energy, while stabilizing and lowering 
Connecticut’s energy costs over the long term and reducing the environmental impacts 
of its energy use.  Thoughtful legislation that makes a sustained commitment to clean 
sources of energy will be needed to provide the necessary legal and regulatory 
framework to guide implementation of the Strategy and to realize its objective of a 
“cheaper, cleaner and more reliable” energy future for Connecticut – saving customers 
money, creating well-paying jobs, making the energy system more resilient, as well as 
improving the environment.   
 
The New England Clean Energy Council looks forward to working with the Energy and 
Technology Committee as it undertakes the important task of enacting this legislation.  
To that end, we offer these brief comments on H.B. No. 6360.  We will follow up with 
more detailed comments and information on this and the other bills being heard today.    
 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
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The New England Clean Energy Council applauds the energy efficiency provisions in 
H.B. No. 6360.  With this bill, Connecticut will join other New England states in a 
commitment to invest in all cost-effective energy efficiency.  Moreover, the legislative 
directive to decouple utilities’ revenues from energy sales, removing an obstacle to their 
aggressive pursuit of all cost-effective energy efficiency, moves Connecticut to the 
forefront of energy efficiency policy.  Additional provisions for three-year efficiency plans, 
fully reconciling conservation adjustment mechanisms, building thermal efficiency and 
coordination among the various state entities involved in energy efficiency will further 
ensure that Connecticut is capturing the benefits of all cost-effective energy efficiency for 
its citizens.  
 
In addition, establishing a permanent oil heat efficiency funding mechanism and 
efficiency investment requirements for customers converting to natural gas would reduce 
costs for all energy users.  It would also maximize the value and minimize the costs of 
gas conversions over the long term.  We respectfully urge you to incorporate these 
elements into the appropriate bills under consideration. 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY  
 
The New England Clean Energy Council is pleased to see the provisions for virtual net 
metering in H.B. 6360 and will be offering some additional language for the Committee’s 
consideration to ensure that implementation takes full advantage of renewable and clean 
energy opportunities in Connecticut.  We also recommend that the Committee modify 
H.B. 6532 to maintain incentives and support for a broad range of renewable and clean 
energy under the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) and will offer some language for 
your consideration here as well. 
 
In addition, we respectfully urge the Committee to consider legislation to establish a 
long-term contracting process for energy as well as Renewable Energy Certificates 
(RECs) as a way to reduce the cost of renewable and clean energy for Connecticut’s 
citizens, businesses and industries.  Competitively bid long-term (e.g., 20+ year) 
contracts have proven effective in encouraging renewable energy development in a cost-
effective manner. 
 
Finally, while not directly addressed in the bills being heard today, as the Committee 
considers changes to Connecticut’s RPS, the New England Clean Energy Council 
strongly the Committee not to include large hydro as a qualifying technology.  Large 
hydro can play an important role in diversifying Connecticut’s energy mix, reducing its 
costs and achieving its greenhouse gas reduction goals.  However, inclusion of large 
hydro in the RPS will undermine achievement of its objective – encouraging deployment 
of new renewables using market mechanisms that increase competition and bring about 
price declines, along with local economic development benefits.  The New England 
Clean Energy Council would welcome the opportunity to work with the Committee to 
identify an appropriate way to capture the benefits of large hydro for Connecticut without 
undermining the great progress it has made and can continue to make in supporting 
cost-effective clean energy development.  
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide these comments on H.B. 6360 and 
the other bills before you today.  As background information, I have attached a short 
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summary of the New England Clean Energy Council’s comments on the draft 
Comprehensive Energy Strategy, dated January 24, 2013; our detailed comments on the 
draft, dated December 14, 201;, and our letter to Governor Malloy and Commissioner 
Esty on the final version of the Strategy, dated February 19, 2013.  As you move forward 
with legislation to implement the Comprehensive Energy Strategy, the Council urges you 
to take the steps needed to invest in clean energy sources today to ensure that they 
provide lower cost energy for Connecticut tomorrow and over the long term, taking into 
account the security, diversity, economic and environmental benefits they can provide.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Janet Gail Besser 
VP, Policy and Government Affairs 
 
 
         
CC:  Peter Rothstein, President 
        New England Clean Energy Council 
           
 
   
 
 
 
 


