
 

From: Joseph and Virginia Lovas 

  

Subject: On Line Boating Courses 

  

For Members of the Environment Committee – re HB 6541 
 
  

My husband and I have been members of a boating organization in Connecticut 
which strongly supports the importance of Boating Education. We have been 
actively involved in helping new Boaters become more comfortable with boating 
on Long Island Sound. 
  

New boaters need a classroom setting to study safe boating. It is a bad idea to 
remove the Instructor from the student by offering on line Boating Education. 
There are learners, of course, who can read words on line, and really learn how 
to be a Boater. However, most learners need to see, for example, how to put on 
and wear a life jacket correctly, what a Flare really looks like, how to tie some 
very practical Knots, and how to maneuver a boat to a dock using more than one 
teaching method. The Instructor can also tell while teaching where other teaching 
methods are needed to help the student really learn the material. That can not 
happen on line! 
  

The State of Connecticut was one of the first States to legislate that the Boaters 
be educated in the classroom! It makes no sense to now allow the Connecticut 
Boater to, instead, take an on line course. Where will the boater learn where the 
experienced boaters are located if they have questions? If they have a question 
while viewing material on line, where do they go for answers? 

  

Frankly, there is no good reason to allow Connecticut Boaters to take an on line 
course. Our Boaters in Connecticut need the "hands-on" experience of learning 
from competent, experienced boaters. 
  

Respectfully, 
  

Joseph and Virginia Lovas 

1  Edgewood St. 
Norwalk, CT 06854 

  
 


