
To whom this may concern:  
 

It has been brought to my attention that your committee is considering changing the law to allow a short 
on-line computer course to take the place of classroom-based safe boating courses. That's the change in 
the law that is also is going to allow on-line training for firearms. You are doing a major injustice to all 

those on the water and in woods that need that "teacher/student" face time to allow for questions, 
answers, explanations, demonstrations and audience participation. Without that you are unleashing 
thousands of improperly trained individuals with no clinical experience whatsoever! This rule has not been 
publicized so that others may voice their opinions as well.  
  
If you allow online training for Boater Education, why not allow online training for Drivers Education? 
Because your intelligence kicks in and knows instinctively you can't teach driving and rules of the road 
over the internet ! Students learn from the classroom interaction of other classmates in listening to their 
questions and the answers provided from AN EXPERIENCED BOATER / INSTRUCTOR. In the 
classroom, there are training aids like radios, ropes/lines, fire extinguishers, life jacket demo's, GPS and 
charts used by the instructors that allow the students to actually demonstrate the safety and knowledge 
needed to not only be safe on our US waterways, but be behind the trigger of a gun. You are giving them 
pieces of information that they will never remember once they print out their certificate. Would you want to 
be boating or hunting next to someone with this cerificate? I certainely would not! 
 
 You are giving children...CHILDREN a certificate saying they are a safe operator (with no clinical 
experience whatsoever) I personally would not want to be on the water with one of these "graduates" let 
alone near anyone shooting a firearm with this kind of cardboard certificate. You are endangering the 
lives of not only the registrants, but the communities in which they reside by putting out half information 
based "graduates" of a bogus online program.  
 
 
I STRONGLY oppose changing the regulations/laws regarding Boating Safety and Hunter Safety training 
at this time 
 
Thank you for your time and considering the dangers of this decision,  
 
 
Captain Katie Hansen 
1745 Roberta Lane,  
Merrick NY 11566 
 


