
As a licensed captain, former Coast Guard Auxiliarist, and a CT safe boating instructor, I am opposed to 
the on line testing agenda.  I have been teaching safe boating classes for many years and the personal 
attention to detail that comes with formal  classroom instruction has been the best education these 
students can experience. 
 
There is so much more to boating than merely turning the key and hoping for the best.  The importance 
of answering questions and "hands on" instruction is something you will never experience in front of a 
computer. 
 
The navigation rules alone are of utmost importance, and my fear will be that if online testing is 
accepted, the in-depth understanding of these rules will be diminished to a mere "just don't hit 
anyone"!   
 
The joy and love of teaching for me, and other instructors as well, comes with the knowledge that we 
put our hearts into a cause that goes beyond a "quick" online education. 
 
Please don't diminish the importance of a classroom education.  You will only be cheating yourselves 
and insulting the students that desire to have a standard of excellence when it comes to becoming a 
responsible boater in CT.  Thank you. 
 
Captain Joanne Clark 
Willimantic, CT 
 

 


