
Senator Edward Meyer, Representative Linda M. Gentile and the Environmental 

Committee 

Concerning HR Bill # 6541 hearing on Friday March 8, 2013. 
I OPPOSE THIS BILL AND OPPOSE ALLOWING ONLINE COURSES IN BOATER 

AND HUNTER SAFETY. 
 

 

We are writing to you because, as longtime boaters on the Long Island Sound, we are 

concerned with what we already perceive as a lack of proper training and instruction for 

many boat owners. The recent decision to bundle boating safety courses with others and 

make them available online seems like a poor decision. While certain courses may be fine to 

take online, boater safety classes don't seem to fall into that category due to their 

importance. There are most definitely intangibles in a classroom with instructors and other 

people that can't be realized in an online setting. For example, anecdotes from the 

instructors and other, more experienced boaters, can offer advice not available online. 

Every time we take our boat out, we invariably come across someone who is not 

knowledgeable about many of the things we learned in our course. After the horrific events 

on July 4th of last year off the north shore of Long Island, we would think that boater 

awareness of safety measures and procedures would not be something taken so lightly as to 

make it available online. Safely and knowledgeably operating a boat should have the same 

importance as driving a car and the same stringent requirements should apply. Lastly, the 

decision to offer online weapons training is so unbelievably ill-advised, it is almost beyond 

comprehension, especially coming from the state of Connecticut. Bundling online boater 

safety courses with it makes it, if possible, even worse, as there are no parallels between the 

two, other than the recreational aspects.  
 

We hope you will consider all the comments submitted and consider alternative legislation 

for these matters.  
 

Respectfully, 

Brian and Kelly Behrens 

kellybehrens@mac.com 
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