
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Testimony of Eric Hammerling, Executive Director, Connecticut Forest & Park Association 
 

Legislation before the Environment Committee on March 8, 2013 Support/ 
Oppose 

RAISED BILL 6538:  AN ACT CONCERNING ARBORISTS AND TREE WARDENS. Support 

 
The Connecticut Forest & Park Association (CFPA) is the first conservation organization 
established in Connecticut in 1895.  CFPA has offered testimony before the General 
Assembly every year since 1897 on issues such as sustainable forestry, state parks and 
forests, trail recreation, natural resource protection, and land conservation.   
 
In addition to being the Executive Director of the Connecticut Forest & Park Association, 
I was fortunate to serve last year as Chair of the State Vegetation Management Task 
Force appointed by the DEEP Commissioner with a goal of recommending ways to 
improve health and management of roadside trees to 1) sustain benefits that trees 
provide to communities, 2) make public roads safer during storms, and 3) reduce 
damage to electric utility infrastructure.  The Task Force included 20 individuals 
representing electric utilities, telecommunications, state agencies, municipalities, tree 
wardens, private arborists, foresters, and conservation organizations.   
 
Although I testify in strong support of Raised Bill 6538 on behalf of CFPA only, I can also 
state that one of the highest priority recommendations in the Task Force’s Final Report 
is that “all municipal tree wardens should be certified as to their qualifications for the 
position.”   
 
Today, all municipalities are required by law to appoint a tree warden, but there is no 
requirement that the appointed tree warden know anything about trees.  Please fix this 
absurd situation. 
 
Why is the passage of Raised Bill 6538 so critical?  I’ll give you three reasons: 
 

1) Connecticut is rich in both trees and people.  According to the USDA Forest 
Service, Connecticut has the distinction of being the 5th most forested state in 
the nation (72.6%), and we lead the nation in the forest cover found in our urban 
areas (67.4%).  Connecticut also leads the nation in the measure known as 
Wildland Urban Interface, which means we have the highest percentage of 
forested land that has homes and trees in close proximity. 

Conserving Connecticut.  Connecting people to the land.  
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2) Municipal Tree Wardens have extensive statutory jurisdiction (CGS Chapter 
451, Section 23-59) that is integrally tied to the health and well-being of your 
town’s trees.  Each Municipal Tree Warden has authority over “the care and 
control of all trees and shrubs in whole or in part within the limits of any public 
road or grounds and within the limits of his town, except those along state 
highways … Such care and control shall extend to such limbs, roots or parts of 
trees and shrubs as extend or overhang the limits of any such public road or 
grounds.” 

3) More knowledgeable tree wardens will help ensure that our public roads are 
safer.  According to testimony that was presented to the Two Storm Panel by 
Task Force member Dr. Jeffrey Ward, there are an estimated 2.1 million trees 
lining almost 21,000 miles of roads in Connecticut (based upon an average of 100 
trees/mile found beside 3,731 miles of state highways and 17,232 miles of town 
roads).  Around 1.2 million of these trees are estimated to be larger than 1 foot 
in diameter, and our roadside forest is aging which requires better management.  
Tree wardens play a critical role both in managing this current roadside forest at 
the town level, and in determining what our future roadside forest will look like. 

 
Please support R.B. 6538, in particular Section 9 of the bill which focuses on establishing 
and requiring appropriate coursework for municipal tree wardens based upon the 
outstanding model built by the Tree Wardens Association of Connecticut. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill, and I am glad to respond to any 
questions you may have. 


