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I would like to thank the Environment Committee for the opportunity to express my 
support of HB 5027: An Act Prohibiting the Sale of Dogs and Cats from Substandard 
Animal Mills. 
 
I am a registered voter in Bridgeport, as well as a certified dog and cat groomer and animal 
advocate. I recently graduated from the University of Connecticut with my Master’s degree in 
Social Work, concentrating in Community Organizing. It is my dream to combine my passion for 
advocacy and organizing on behalf of innocent creatures who cannot advocate for themselves.   
 
I have always been involved in animal rescue and volunteering for local shelters using my 
grooming skills. Although I was aware of the atrocious abuse and neglect that dogs and cats 
face in animal mills, commonly referred to as puppy mills, it was not until two years ago when I 
came face-to-face with a puppy mill survivor that I fully understood the effects. Two years ago I 
adopted Tara, a five year old breeding dog rescued from a puppy mill.  Tara was completely 
shut down, she shook and coward away from people. She was terrified of the unknown, which 
in her world was basically everything. Everyday experiences and occurrences like grass, water, 
being on a leash and harness, and walking through a doorway were challenges that took Tara a 
long time to overcome. She also suffered physically. Tara was severely underweight when I 
adopted her and had to have most of her teeth pulled due to decay from neglect. 
 
I am happy to report that Tara has flourished from being in a kind and loving environment. 
Once she began to trust that people were not going to hurt her she made strides in becoming a 
happy and playful dog. She still faces some challenges, like fearing loud noises and strangers, 
but she has learned to really enjoy life. She loves to go for walks, visiting the dog park, and 
playing with her favorite red rope toy.    
 
Sadly, many dogs and cats who suffer from abuse and neglect at the hands of animal mills 
never get a chance at a forever home. They die from years of neglect, being forced to live in 
tiny wire cages, never having anyone to show them kindness or take them for medical care. 
They are bred continuously, having litter after litter taken away from them too soon. They are 
considered commodities to be used and discarded, instead of the living, breathing, and feeling 
beings that they are. Connecticut has the opportunity today to stand up for the rights of those 
dogs and cats that cannot stand up for themselves and put an end to the abuse that these 
animals endure, to put an end to the sale of dogs and cats from animal mills.   
 
Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify and I do hope you will strongly support HB 
5027, a vital and compassionate piece of legislation that will help end the torture animal mill 
dogs and cats face. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Carrie Kline, MSW 
345 Frenchtown Road 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, 06606 
203-260-2792 


