
To: Department of Environmental Protection: 
 
I have been a Board of Education and Services for the Blind Business Enterprise Program (BESB BEP) 
operator for 8 years and hold a seat on the board of operators committee. 
 
I am writing to oppose Bill 6654 which would allow outside vendors the ability to bid on park and 
recreation locations throughout the State of Connecticut. These locations have been set aside and 
protected for the blind and visually impaired under the Randolph Shepherd Act established in 1945. This 
act has served to be a viable law to employ the otherwise “unemployable” in our society as a whole. A 
change such as the one Bill 6654 is proposing, would undermine the foundation of the RSA and weaken 
business opportunities for current and future BESB BEP operators. As a BESB BEP operator the 
Randolph Shepherd Act has enabled me to live and work independently and raise a family.  
 
I do not agree with Bill 6654 and hope you will consider revoking it from consideration. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Peter Vlandis 

 


