
Senator Edward Meyer, Representative Linda M. Gentile and the Environmental Committee, 
concerning HR Bill # 6541 •] hearing on Friday March 8, 2013. 
I OPPOSE THIS BILL AND OPPOSE ALLOWING ONLINE COURSES IN BOATER AND HUNTER 
SAFETY. 
  
As a licensed Hunter AND the holder of a Boaters Safety "diploma", I need to express an opinion about 
"bundling" Hunting and Boater Safety in the same package and trying to access them through the 
internet.   
  
I have, for insurance purpose, taken an online course in traffic safety to reduce my insurance rates.  And I 
admit I searched long and hard to find the easiest route possible to accomplish this.  But I wouldn't expect 
that by taking this abbreviated course, that it would also serve as my Hunting and Boating safety training.  
(Just using this scenario as an example) 
  
First of all, ALL hunting safety courses need to be set up to keep accurate records of who is using a 
firearm, and that discussion could be pages in the making.   
  
But Boater safety is a little more involved than Vehicle safety.  In addition to the "Rules of the Road", 
there are other factors to consider: Weather, Tides, Navigation where there are NO STREETLIGHTS.  
Questions that not only need a live person to answer, but someone to verify that the "Student" 
understands the answer. 
  
What's going to stop someone taking a course online to just hit RUN and then head to the Kitchen for a 
snack!  Then taking the quiz and guessing the right answers.   Sure, that's good, but will they remember 
what they need to do when they're about to hit MY BOAT! 
  
Someone needs to make sure and qualify the course study is learned and understood.  And Insurance 
company's would have to take that into effect after any accidents, just like with a car.   
  
It can't be done ONLINE.  State approved Instructors in a classroom setting - Where those being taught 
can learn from the other people in the room asking questions they never thought of.  That's the right way 
to do it.  That's the SAFE way to do it.  You want to demand ALL Boaters have a Safety course?  Start 
setting rules that they need a License to drive a Boat.  A one-time, good for ten years license to insure 
they took a course - in a classroom - and have documentation to prove it.  I'm not saying they have to go 
for their CAPTAINS LICENSE, just a "I'm Trained" license. 
  
Jeff Rumplik 
jeffquest@aol.com 
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