
The committee for the proposal to allow “On-Line” classes for safe boating and hunting safety, 

although I can understand the world and the way we communicate is changing and we must 

change with it; I find it difficult to comprehend where this type of “licensing” would benefit 

from the taking of the courses on line. I do understand that the class rooms for each of these 

“licenses” is not a field class or a training with physical participation with a boat or firearms, but 

it is an opportunity to have an instructor influence the way the information is ingested and adds a 

dimension of reality in the quest to obtain these permits. From questions and answers to 

experiences from other boaters and hunters is an integral part of education and retention.  

My personal belief is that a “road test” should be implemented rather than go the opposite 

direction. I guess I will never get that passed.  

  

I spend up to 90 hours a year maneuvering a craft on the water and appreciate the fact that the 

majority of my boaters amongst me are properly trained in fundamentals of the road but what is 

often missing is operational excellence.  

I find it difficult to think that offering a license on line for something as firing a firearm or 

driving a boat (both of which can end up in death due to negligence) is a good thing at all. 

Do an on line “brew-masters course” …offer a license to operate darning needles… but a gun 

and a boat? What is going on up there? Is everyone just too lazy these days?  

Thank you for your time and service to our state. 

Clyde Ripka  
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