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March 6, 2013 
 
 
 
Environment Committee 
Connecticut General Assembly 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 
 
Reference:  HB 6539   AN ACT CONCERNING THE FORMER SUNRISE RESORT PROPERTY 
 
 
Chairman Meyer, Chairman Gentile, Ranking Member Chapin, Ranking Member Shaban and Distinguished 
Members of the Environment Committee:  
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the House Bill 6539 “ An Act Concerning The Former Sunrise Resort 
Property”. 
 
In its heyday as the Frank Davis Resort and later as the Sunrise Resort, this property was one of the iconic resort 
properties that characterized the Moodus area of East Haddam, and provided significant economic activity and 
employment for area residents.  The decline and closing of this resort has had a lasting negative effect on the area 
economy and its identity. 
 
Since the property was acquired by the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP), no less than 
two attempts failed at attracting a viable reuse of this property.  Presently the DEEP is razing the many cabins, 
buildings and other structures that were part of this resort complex, that now are obstacles to its reuse.  The Town 
of East Haddam supports the completion of these demolition activities. 
 
The Town of East Haddam is anxious for this property to return to productive use and begin once again to generate 
jobs and activity.  The Town would prefer recreational and leisure development that is compatible with the 
neighboring Machimoodus State Park and Salmon River State Park and surrounding land uses.  In light of the 
current State budget problems and the likely decrease in State staffing of its parks, in particular the smaller 
secondary properties such as the Sunrise Property, the Town encourages the State to seek out private-sector 
management of the property. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 860-873-5020 if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
        

Mark B. Walter 
First Selectman 

 


