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SAVE THE DATE: Testimony in Person and Letters Needed! 
Public Hearing for Mattress Stewardship Bill (HB 6437) 

Friday, March 8, 2013 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 

Legislative Office Building (LOB) – Room TBD 
Please arrive ½ hour before to sign up to speak and email  testimony to 

Edward.schaeffer@cga.ct.gov & bring 25 copies. 

What is happening? WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 Last year the 2012 mattress bill (SB 89) 
passed the Senate 32 – 4 with 53 co-
sponsors! 

 The 2013 bill HB 6437 has been revised in 
collaboration with the International Sleep 
Products Association (ISPA) to create a 
program acceptable to both industry and 
stewardship proponents.  

 Governor Malloy’s Modernizing Recycling 
Work Group has made mattress stewardship 
legislation a number one priority for the 2013 
Session.  

 The United States Conference of Mayors 
adopted a mattress producer responsibility 
resolution in June 2012, recognizing the 
problem of mattress disposal and the 
opportunities for job creation from mattress 
recycling. 

 Connecticut has two mattress recyclers who 
have located in Bloomfield and Bridgeport, 
hiring approximately 30 employees.  HB 6437 
will increase feedstock to help expand these 
businesses. 

 NOTE: Environment Committee Chairs are 
Senator Meyer and Representative Gentile. 

 Please testify in support of HB 6437 to help 
eliminate municipal disposal costs of $1.3 
million annually. 

 HB 6437 AN ACT ESTABLISHING A MATTRESS 
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM has been introduced 
for the 2013 session. 

 Examples of testimony and letters from 2012 
can be found on the CTMSG mattress webpage 
hosted by the Product Stewardship Institute 
(also accessible using the QR code below). 

 

Bill Key Features 

 Single Council of manufacturers to design, 
finance and implement the program. 

 Government role is limited. 

 Disposal cost will shift from taxpayers to 
consumers by fee at time of purchase. 

 Municipal participation is voluntary. 

 

Contact coordinator, Marilynn.Cruz-Aponte@hartford.gov, 860-757-9962 
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http://productstewardship.us/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=986
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EPR = Economic Growth & Jobs! 
EPR Helping Municipalities Reach Increased Recycling Rates 

Mattresses: 95% of mattress components are recyclable: metal, wood, quilting, foam, cotton and felt. 

Anticipated Results: 

 More municipalities will collect mattresses separately when disposal costs are covered. 
 The Bloomfield and Bridgeport mattress recycling businesses will gain additional feedstock. 
 Taxpayers will no longer subsidize illegal dumping of discarded mattresses. 
 Since disposal costs will be eliminated, there will be less incentive to use unsanitary refurbishers. 

 Opportunities for free drop-off for residents will increase. 
 Recovery of mattress component materials may spark growth of local industries using recycled materials. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

Q: Does the mattress stewardship program require towns participate? Does it cost towns money to support the 
mattress stewardship program but not use the program? 

A:  No.  Participation for municipalities is voluntary.  For any municipality where mattresses are already segregated for 
separate disposal, there will be only cost savings, and they may be considerable.  For towns who currently dispose 
of mattresses in bulky waste or municipal solid waste, with or without a mattress surcharge added to their tip fee, 
they may weigh the costs of segregating against the savings in disposal and decide whether to participate now, or in 
the future. 

 

Q:  My town’s mattresses currently go to a waste to energy plant that isn’t charging me extra.  Why should I support 
this legislation? 

A:  Some plants that didn’t used to charge extra are adding surcharges in new contracts.  Besides, this is important to 
other towns who would appreciate the support.  Also, some towns charge at their transfer stations and feel this 
covers their costs, but it also drives residents to deposit mattresses in surrounding communities that collect 
mattresses at no charge, thus driving up their costs. 

Q: Will the manufacturers be responsible for collecting mattresses or for the costs of collection? 
A: No.  The mattress stewardship program creates a cost-share arrangement between municipalities and 

manufacturers. The current municipal system has four component costs covered by towns through taxpayers, or 
through resident fees.  1)  Some towns collect curbside, 2) residents drop off mattresses at transfer stations, where 
mattresses, and sometimes the curbside mattresses are aggregated/stored before final disposition, 3) mattresses 
are transported to a final destination, and 4)  tip fees are charged for disposal. Under the mattress stewardship 
program, municipalities retain responsibility for Steps 1 & 2, and then manufacturers would pay for Steps 3 and 4.  
The mattress stewardship program creates a shared responsibility model. 

Q: How do I participate in the program? 
A:  Anyone in CT with a mattress may deposit it for free at participating sites.  Covered entities, such as transfer 

stations, retailers, or institutions must aggregate mattresses for free end-of-life management, paid for through the 
program.  Sites retain the ability to restrict the mattresses they will accept, by number, source, or condition. 

Q: How will storage, transport and disposal arrangements work for municipal transfer stations? 
A:  We anticipate it will be similar to the e-waste EPR program.  There will be collection from transfer stations with 

storage containers potentially provided by the manufacturers, with no charges nor reimbursement necessary. 

Q: If Connecticut has two (2) recycling plants, why do we need this legislation? 
A:  Many mattresses still go in the trash.  This legislation promotes segregating mattresses from the waste stream since 

segregated mattresses would get free disposal, it encourages recycling, reduces incentives for unsanitary reuse, and 
will generate more feedstock for these recycling plants, expand the secondary material stream, and increase job 
creation. 

 


