
Testimony Concerning HB 5844 

Lori Nicholson 

Chair, Dan Cosgrove Animal Shelter Commission  

  Dear Senator Meyer, Representative Gentile, and Honorable Members of the Environment 

Committee, 

I write in support of HB 5844. On Christmas Eve many years ago, our family celebration was interrupted 

by the persistent barking of a dog. The barking began around 11 PM and continued past Midnight. The 

temperature was in the single digits. I put on my coat and walked to the house, where I suspected the 

barking was coming from. There in the backyard was a Dalmatian, jumping wildly. A large cage had been 

erected which had no shelter or water that I could see. I rang the bell and explained to the woman that 

the barking had brought me to their door at such an inappropriate hour. She apologized but said,” We 

were told they get used to staying outside, and eventually aren’t cold. “I told her the barking didn’t 

matter, but what did, was the fact that a short coated dog, a pack animal, and a companion animal had 

been left outside, alone, and in freezing conditions. 

 If I were a police officer I would have charged her with animal cruelty. There’s no good reason, to leave 

a dog chained outside all night, here in Connecticut. However: there are those, who would prefer to use 

a chained dog as an alarm system, especially if police presence would be bad for business.  I have seen 

that situation as well, and the owners were known drug dealers.  

In the documentary Breaking the Cycles of Violence II (Latham Foundation) the complaint of a dog left 

outside chained in the snow, led to the discovery of a strangled child in the house. The family had a 

history of domestic violence. The treatment of the family dog was part of the cycle of violence.  

For a number of compelling reasons, I urge you to support HB 5844.  

Very Sincerely, 

Lori Nicholson 

133 Pawson Road  

Branford, CT 06405 


