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To Members of the Environment Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my support for HB 5844, An Act Concerning The Overnight 

Tethering Of Dogs Outdoors And The Tethering Of Dogs Outdoors Under Certain Weather Conditions. I 

am a registered voter in the town of Wethersfield and I am a research historian at Connecticut 

Humanities in Middletown. 

 

When I am not at work, I spend a great deal of my free time advocating for animals. I volunteer at a no-

kill shelter and I work with various rescue groups throughout the state helping to improve the lives of 

homeless, neglected, and abused animals. I have seen first-hand the effects of constant chaining, and I 

have seen the positive results of unchaining. It is as if these dogs had a new lease on life, and in most 

cases, they did. It is a remarkable sight, the freedom and appreciation in their eyes.   

 

A few years back, my neighbors’ son moved home.  Being from a small European country, their customs 

varied greatly from ours. With the son, came his dog. The dog was never allowed in the house, but spent 

his days (and nights) chained to a tree in the backyard. He had meager shelter and his owner only visited 

once a day, in the morning for his meal. I watched this dog through rainstorms and heat waves, ignored 

by his family, bored out of his mind. It tore at my heart, but more than that, it made me mad. Another 

neighbor and I called animal control, which resulted in the dog going in to the garage a few hours or less 

each day, then right back out to his tree. The son eventually moved away, and I still wonder about that 

dog. Do his new neighbors worry about him? Do they act on his behalf for his safety? I do not know, but 

I can hope that they do. 

 

Please support HB 5844 not only for the dogs who deserve a quality of life better than what they have at 

the end of a chain, but for the people like me, who work to make sure that animals are humanely 

treated, cared for, and loved. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to write this letter and I hope you 

will support this important piece of legislation. 

 

Very Sincerely, 

 

Amy G. Gagnon 

597 Wolcott Hill Road 

Wethersfield, CT 06109 

agr321@gamil.com 

860-881-9644 


