
Testimony Concerning HB 5836 
Dr. Regina Milano and Members of WHHS Humane Club 

 

We would like to thank you for the opportunity to express our support of HB 5836 AN ACT 

CONCERNING THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDING FOR THE VACCINATION, STERILIZATION 

AND HEART WORM TESTING OF DOGS AND CATS OWNED BY LOW INCOME PERSONS OR 

ADOPTED FROM MUNICIPAL OR REGIONAL SHELTERS. 

 
I, Regina Milano, am a registered voter in West Haven and I am a teacher, a wildlife rehabilitator and a 
member of WHHS Humane Club.  I am also a volunteer for the Greater New Haven Cat Project, an 
organization that feeds, provides medical care, spays and neuters and releases or find homes for feral 
cats. The problems of overpopulation of these unfortunate cats illustrates that the same can happen 
when caring families would like to spay and neuter, but cannot afford to. Student members of Humane 
Club listed below are participating in this testimony. 
 
It is not uncommon for animals to escape the confines of their yard or homes during mating season 
and mate with another animal who has done the same.  It is frequently impossible for the family to 
find homes for all the animals, which results in them being brought to a “shelter” that ultimately kills 
them in a gas chamber if they cannot be rehomed.  As usual, it’s the animal that suffers and the family, 
including children, suffers by having to give up the puppies.  Not spaying and neutering also causes 
health issues for the animal.  Spaying that neutering helps to reduce the risk of cancer in many 
domestic animals.  For example, I adopted a senior German Shepard who had not been spayed as of 
age 9.  I had her spayed, but approximately three years later, she contracted mammary cancer, which 
my vet explained may have been linked to her not being spayed at a young age. Animals who are not 
spayed and neutered may also become aggressive resulting in the same issue mentioned above related 
to animals being “put down” in the gas chamber and families experiencing loss and grief.   
 
For the reasons mentioned above, please SUPPORT HB 5836 and give low income families the ability to 
provide proper care for the non-human members of their family. 
 
Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify and I do hope you will strongly support this 
important piece of legislation. 
 
Thank you, 
Dr. Regina Milano  
Jane Ciarlone 
Anthony Ciarlone 
Students Members of Humane Club:  
Brittany Cabral, Amanda Colon, Rebecca Collins, Shannon Card, Florence Diaz, Feissal DJoule, 
Daidia Okwuosa,  
  
1 Education Way West Haven, CT 06516 


