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Senator Meyer, Representative Gentile, and members of the Environment Committee, I 

am sure you are now aware of the University of Connecticut Research Farm which 

boarders the Storrs Height community, of which I am a resident. Due to the diligent 

work of various community residents, I have become aware of the disturbing fact that 

the Research Farm releases over 90 different experimental and proprietary pesticides 

directly into the environment, which can migrate through the air or ground water to 

our and other communities. While this itself is a matter of great concern, it has also 

become clear that there is no independent public agency with the responsibility or 

authority to oversee this pesticide use. 

 

I conduct research in the Physics Department at the University of Connecticut. I am 

subject to unannounced inspections by the UConn Division of Environmental Health 

and Safety (EHS) and I must have Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for all chemicals 

in my lab in a public and readily accessible binder. As an active experimental 

researcher, I am dismayed that another unit on campus, which handles potential 

neurotoxins is not subject to the same, or indeed, any oversight. I have also been told 

that this research unit hides behind the screen of confidentiality agreements. Such an 

argument is unethical at best. 

 

The lack of oversight is putting the researchers themselves in danger, as well as the 

students and staff working with them and the residents of nearby communities. This is 

also placing the University of Connecticut in a vulnerable position, should any lawsuits 

be filed, not to mention the State of Connecticut and the Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection. I urge you to at least implement this minimal level of 

oversight. In fact, I would recommend further legislation to give the DEEP authority to 

regulate the use of these substances. 



 

 


