Environment Committee, Public Hearing: 3/15/13

Testimony from Susan B. Linker, 7 Sunset Lane, Bloomfield, CT
CEO, Our Companions Animal Rescue
CT Votes for Animals volunteer

Dear members of the Environment Committee, thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify IN SUPPORT
of the following bills:

HB 5836, An Act Concerning the Availability of Funding for the Vaccination, Sterilization, and Heartworm
Testing of Dogs and Cats Owned by Low Income Persons or Adopted from Municipal or Regional Shelters.

HB 5844, An Act Concerning the Overnight Tethering of Dogs Outdoors and the Tethering of Dogs Outdoors
Under Certain Weather Conditions
HB 5207 An Act Prohibiting the Sale of Dogs or Cats From Substandard Domestic Animal Mills at Pet Shops.

First with respect to HB 5836, while Connecticut’s Animal Population Control Program (APCP) has made
tremendous contributions to our states spay/neuter efforts during its 19 years of existence, it is long overdue
to modify the program to meet the current needs of our community. HB 5836 will expand the sterilization
benefits for low-income individuals. The Department of Agriculture has expressly recommended in their
annual reports that these benefits need to be increased in the low-income program, and by doing so, it will
allow the funds in the APCP program to be used for the intended purpose. In the past, over a million dollars
have been swept out of the APCP account and redirected elsewhere because there was such a extreme
surplus in this program. This was not the intended use of the funds and HB 5836 will ensure that the funds are
being used for the purpose for which they were intended.

The modest expansions in benefits we are proposing should be easily absorbed by the APCP account. Yet they
will result in even more significant reductions in homeless pets in CT, and in return, reduce the burden on our
municipal and regional shelter system.

As you know the animal protection community has been working over the years to improve the conditions for
dogs who live their lives chained. HB 5844 would provide obvious, reasonable and clearly defined protections
for chained dogs. It will prohibit chaining a dog outside at night between 10pm and 6am, and require that
chained dogs never be left outside in severe weather conditions without shelter strong enough to protect
them from the elements.

HB 5207 would create a ban on pets being sold in pet shops. It’s a fact and certainly no secret that puppies
sold from pet shops come from puppy mills. These mills are without question unspeakably cruel dog breeding
factories. No reputable breeder would ever breed animals for the purpose of reselling them at pet shops.

The inhumane practices of puppy mills, combined with the fact that 3 to 4 million homeless dogs and cats are
euthanized in U.S. shelters each year, speaks to the need to ban the sale of pets in pet shops. This would allow
people rescue homeless pets, and if they choose to purchase a dog, they may go directly to a breeder so they
can see first-hand the conditions of the animals.

| thank you for taking the time to consider my testimony and | urge you to support these three important
pieces of legislation.



