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Good morning State Senator Stillman, State Representative Fleischmann, and all the 
members of the Education Committee.  My name is Werner Oyanadel, LPRAC 
Acting Executive Director.  I am here today to speak in support of Raised S.B. No. 
1002 “An Act Concerning Community Schools.” 

 
S.B. No 1002, if adopted by the Connecticut General Assembly (CGA), would 
establish a full service community school, which basically means under this 
proposal a public elementary or secondary school that participates in a coordinated, 
results-focused, community-based effort.  This will include both public and private 
entities that provide comprehensive educational, developmental, family, health and 
wrap-around services during non-school hours for students, families and community 
members.   
 
The objective of these services is to improve academic achievement, build school 
and community engagement and improve the skills, capacity and wellbeing of the 
surrounding community and its residents. 
 
Specifically, these wrap around services may include the following: 
 

 High-quality early learning programs and services; 
 Remedial education aligned with academic support and other enrichment 

activities that will provide students with a comprehensive academic program; 
 Family engagement, including parental involvement, parent leadership, 

family literacy, and parent education programs; 
 Mentoring and other youth development programs; 
 Community service and service learning opportunities; 
 Programs that provide assistance to students who have been chronically 

absent, truant, suspended, or expelled; 
 Job training and career counseling services; 
 Nutrition services, primary and mental health services, dental care, and 

physical activities; 
 Activities that improve access to and use of social service programs and 

programs that promote family financial stability; and  
 Adult education, including ESL instruction. 
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LPRAC is a strong supporter of the guiding philosophy of a full-time community 
school, one which is based in the belief that students will be most successful when 
family, school, government, and community are working in collaboration.  
Community schools are achievable solutions.  Schools and/or parents can’t do it 
alone.  Today’s youth need comprehensive, coordinated support services through 
school partnerships that will assist Latino parents and students overcome the many 
barriers that prevent our youth from achieving at the level that we know they can. 
 
We all know by now that Connecticut is becoming increasingly diverse, and we also 
know that achievement for low-income students, students of color, and English 
Language Learners is low and stalling. Connecticut began last year making 
significant steps towards reforming our schools and closing the achievement gap.  
While great progress was achieved, everyone in the policy arena can agree that there 
is more work to be done.  This is why LPRAC commends State Senator Donald E. 
Williams for inviting us to work with him during the legislative interim on strategies 
for closing the racial and ethnic achievement gap – gaps that are the largest-in-the-
nation by race/ethnicity, by income, and to students who are just learning to speak 
English.  
 
This is why LPRAC encourages members of the Education Committee to support 
S.B. No 1002 in the establishment of a full service community school.  All children 
deserve the benefit of an education.  By combining these comprehensive services 
into the educational system, students will have access to services that will help them 
succeed and become productive members of society and the State of Connecticut.   
 
Thank you, 
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