Testimony of Bill Phillips
President of the Northeast Charter Schools Network
Testimony submitted to the Connecticut General Assembly
Joint Education Committee
March 15,2013

Chairpersons Stillman and Fleischmann, and respected members of the Education
Committee, I'd like to thank you for allowing me to speak before you today in
support of H.B. 6622, also known as the “District Partnerships" bill.

From the beginning, one of the purposes of public charter schools was to serve as
engines of innovation, sharing best practices with other public schools and helping
to improve student achievement.

The District Partnerships bill before this committee provides an opportunity to
translate this promise into more of a reality. The bill would expand an already
successful pilot program enacted last year in which Bridgeport, New Haven and
Hartford school districts were allowed to create voluntary resource-sharing
arrangements with the charter schools located in their towns. In exchange, the
districts were permitted to include the performance of those charter schools toward
the district’s overall performance scores for accountability purposes. The current
bill would make this pilot program permanent while expanding it to allow any
Alliance District in the state to create these district-charter partnerships, with the
approval of the state Board of Education.

Voluntary partnerships like these can be a win-win for both the district and charter
schools involved. While the bill would leave the schools free to negotiate
arrangements that make the most sense for everyone, there are a number of ways
that these partnerships might work to benefit communities.

For example, district and charter schools might be able to work to locate schools in
the areas of town that have the highest need and devise ways for those schools to
reach the highest need students.

Districts and charters also could coordinate their purchasing to achieve greater
economies of scale and reduce the costs of contracts for goods and services for all
schools.

District-charter partnerships also give schools the ability to compete for funding
from major philanthropic institutions that are also interested in finding innovative
ways for district and charter schools work more collaboratively.

We do not need to travel very far for an example of how these partnerships can be
effective. The Hartford public school district and the Achievement First charter
schools network recently received a grant from Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
to fund a leadership academy that trains and mentors future Hartford public school



principals. This same grant enables Jumoke Academy schools to partner with
Hartford Public Schools to assist with the district’s efforts to turnaround
persistently struggling schools. The agreement between Hartford and Achievement
First provides for many of the other collaboration-oriented benefits I described
above like shared best practices, economies of scale in purchasing, and cooperation
on finding new ways to reach high-need student groups.

The District Partnerships pilot program has already offered some early indications
that when we create incentives for strong district and charter school collaborations,
all of our public schools stand to benefit. I urge you to build upon this success, make
the program permanent, and pass H.B. 6622, the District Partnerships bill.

I'd like to thank you all again for letting me testify, and thank you for your time.



