Testimony of Mayor John M. Picard
City of West Haven

Proposed Bill No. 5016
AN ACT AUTHORIZING BONDS OF THE STATE
TO THE CITY OF WEST HAVEN FOR THE WEST HAVEN ARTS CENTER.

Chairman LeBeau, Chairman Perone, and members of the Commerce Committee. Thank
you for hearing my testimony today.

[ am in support of Proposed Bill No. 5016 which will authorize $1 million in bond
funding for the transformation of the old Masonic Hall located in our central business
district into the West Haven Arts Center.

In 2007, the City of West Haven purchased the Masonic Hall on Center Street, an carly
20™ Century Structure located in the heart of downtown West Haven. This purchase was
the initial step in the creation of a first-class Arts Center that acts as an effective engine
for investment in and redevelopment of downtown West Haven.

Since then, the City has secured and dedicated resources from a variety of partners to
move this project forward. The building’s interior has been gutted and all hazardous
building materials have been removed or abated. A new, energy-efficient roof has been
installed that includes solar paneis that will contribute power to the facility. The
schematic design phase of the architectural redevelopment has been completed, reflecting
the knowledge and talents of local arts agencies and faculty members from Yale and the

University of New Haven.

The Arts Center is located only one half-mile from West Haven’s new $100 million train
station, scheduled for completion in Spring, 2013. The City is in the process of
developing a Transit Oriented Development District Master Plan for the area surrounding
the Train Station, and completion of the Arts Center is a critical element to developing a

natural link from the Station to downtown West Haven.

The new Arts Center will be home to many artistic endeavors including children’s
educational programs, plays, lecture series, local artist displays, rehearsal space for adults
and senior civic chorus and orchestra, and will house a summer youth theater program.
The Center will be a dynamic environment, constantly displaying new art and artists on a
rotating basis, and will serve as an economic draw which will bring people back to our
downtown and assist in the redevelopment of area businesses.

I hope you will consider a favorable vote for Proposed Bill No. 5016. Thank you for
your time and attention.




Do e

WSRO g M 1O LAISHAGS DTN TR

WO DSNPIBSHOOIQIILINT MMM $p2C-FLL £0T 1D UDARK MIN ‘193415 X00d STE wou4Iv SHOQUG 25N

SHY 9yl 10 J31U) USARH 1S3\ Sue]d 100]4 pasodo.d

J004 PUOdIG

© @ o o
ey .
H s LTt mi.m' _,.. rm
i e ;
et B

#5 00TE~
WIO0Y SUCLLIOLIDY

5 wnbueg

w/E..._MNuus_ ___
v 4a1z0y) xog Pelg ﬁ

’ . ...w ||\‘w.|. M‘AM\“ |.|._;|

200]4 15414

3 ot~
=1 mww#v_ :
5o [IePiRwwey |

=

Z€ Sl 2 o
r R o
apedg

JRwasey

00k~
H 20008 Xal4
/800G fosiDayay
juduasey

o
o
&
-
i T
- =
H
o
-

2T s g




UG UGS ILILAT ¥

WOD PRIRPIEDOOMLDUNT MMM bHZE-ZLL E0E LT UDARK MIN 19BaS xuwmmﬂm WYY SO0 JBUIn

SHY SU1 40} 131Ua) USARH 1S9 Xog Mydejg ybnoiyl suoi3das pasodoiy

USINPPY 591R L X0g )oRlg MaN YEnoIYL ucises jeupnubuoy

832dg [sIeaydy F

wooy
Bumag uagy

§
Hj

S S

euTpay L :

L om ]

HEF
HE H

WIOOY axuRuLIOpIad 7 3enbueg




pUBEIDIEITAILT gy
WSO R UMY £0 LAISELILGY FORUS SN
WO DAY UDLESHOOIGIBUINY MMM pHZE-Z4L 02 1D USABH MBN 188435 23d 6TE wuwu_:u.&. SHCOUE J3udn),

S}y ®U1 104 J93UDD) USIABH 1S9/ SBuLiapusy

duewsopied 2 10p395 - Bupzana sy Bung 1a3eag), X0y Il YT JO MIIA J0LIU] uolssnISIp Mqrd @ 104335 - AP 2yt Bupnp Jsjeay] XOF Yoe1d Syt §0 MO J0LSIU]

193135 1IUTT WOIF FAIY S J0J LD IYYJO MIIA 14BN




B UR .0  bSa Am  TRTY we

23
WO PAUUDIBSAOOLQIBLIAT M PYZETLL EOT LT UBABH MaN I9RNS H0Rd 61E  MSUYDIY SHeaig sewing

S14y 241 J0] 1S1Us]) UsARH 1SoM\ SUOol12>a¢§ pue suoclleAs|q

[ A
WSHNOL G SR UO UDISSHIIG) 10D I53uuen

swmyby - ucReAIN3 YIoN

swndeg - uaneAdl3 YuIoN

p—

sBuiping Bupsteg puw map Jo ueneg ssosy IDING IDIUIT WO MIA - DIOYJ JOPOIY




