Written Testimony, February 22, 2013

Kara A. Capone, MA, MPH

Chief Operating Officer

New Haven Home Recovery

153 East Street, New Haven, CT 203-492-4866 (office)
6 Hillview Avenue, Hamden CT 203-288-7449 (home)

Good Evening. My name is Kara Capone and I am the Chief Operating Officer for New Haven
Home Recovery, Inc. NHHR provides emergency shelter, supportive housing, family '
stabilization and furniture to over 1,600 men, women and children annually. 1 am here today to
talk about the complete elimination of the Family School Connection Program, funded through
the Children’s Trust Fund and to ask that the funding be restored in its entirety.

The Family School Connection Program provides intensive home visiting services to families
whose school-aged children are frequently tardy or truant and at risk of school failure. Generally,
the children served are not getting their needs met within the home and are at much greater risk
for childhood abuse and neglect, developmental, behavioral and health issues. These are the kids
who teachers and school personnel are on the fence about reporting to DCF. Instead of calling
DCF, they call us, In New Haven, NHHR has partnered with the Fair Haven K-8 School to
implement and run this program. The top five reasons for referral into FSC include: Unstable
housing/homelessness; unmet basic needs; issues with language comprehension; domestic
violence; and learning disabilities. Once in the program, parents are given tools to help them
build skills that make them more effective parents, feel less intimidated and isolated by
becoming involved with school-based activities and their community, and help them help their
children value education. The byproduct of reducing abuse and neglect, while working within a
school setting, is that we are also able to reduce the achievement gap. In New Haven, we saw a
56% reduction in overall absences and tardiness after becoming enrolled in FSC. We also saw
that 86% of children either increased or maintained their grades. Now, let’s keep in mind the
type of student we are working with. These are students who did not come to school on time, or
had frequent unexcused absences; they are homeless or living in a 2 bedroom apartment with
about 15 other people; they have learning disabilities; they have trauma histories; English is not
their primary language; and more often than not, they have never received any form of early
childhood education. These are the kids who fell through the cracks and we are their safety net.

When we looked at the family stabilization component, we also found some excellent results. In
New Haven, 92% of the families enrolled in FSC were able to maintain or increase their income.
This is up from 85% compared to last vear. Across the program sites, parental involvement in
school significantly improved. There were also statistically significant differences in Parental
Community Life Skills specifically in the areas of transportation, budgeting, support services,
involvement, hobbies and routines. These are key factors in stabilizing a home.

The FSC is an integral part of the Children’s Trust Fund building blocks as they try to craft an
integrated system of early childhood education and promote programs that narrow the
achievement gap and reduce childhood abuse and neglect. CTF is not being moved in whole and
I disagree with that. Simply because the children we serve fall outside of the early childhood



range does not mean they should be tossed aside as if they are beyond help. Well, T firmly
believe a nine or ten year old child is well within academic redemption and can succeed in life.
But sometimes these vulnerable children and families need some extra help. I understand that
with The Children’s Trust Fund moving under the newly created Office of Early Childhood
Education, the focus will be on children ages 0-5. However, the mission of CTF still remains
preventing abuse and neglect and that doesn’t stop at age 5. What I don’t understand is that a
program that can demonstrate posifive outcomes will be completely eliminated simply because it
does not fit neatly under this new office. In fact, FSC serves plenty of children ages 0-5; our
opportunity to enter the home comes from school based referrals for services, However, when we
gain access to a family, we work with the whole family — parents, grandparents, guardians, and
siblings. Of all the children we have served, 47% are ages 0-8. Unfortunately, it remains the
only home visiting program not being consolidated under the Office of Early Childhood
Education.

As part of my testimony, I have included our Results Based Accountability fact sheet for your
review along with letters of support from families, school personnel, community members and
staff who are in favor of keeping this program alive. We shouldn’t be eliminating programs that
work to prevent the isolation of vulnerable families and children at a time when recent events
have made us question what we can do to help students, families and schools.

I would also like to add my support of the Children’s Trust Fund Council legislative goals of
fully funding all Children’s Trust Fund programs. Each is integral in the future success of the
children served through every program.

In closing I would like to thank the comnﬁttee for their time today and will be happy to answer
any questions. Thank you.
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A program of
CHILDREN'S TRUST FUND

New HavenFamily School Connection Fact Sheet

new haven

Total # of Missed or Late School Days*

>0 * Qut-of o 18G-day school year
pEE: RElmes A e ___56% reduction in___
overall absences and
30 - -
tardiness

20 -
10

0

SY 2009 - 2010

'SY 2010 - 2011

Unexcused Absences
= = Chronic absenteeism definition

Excused Absences
EassE Tardiness

The National Center for Children in Poverty defines chronic absenteeism as 18or
more days of school missed in o school year.

woz__m recovery

Year over year grade comparison

T 86% of students

increased or

#of A's #of B's #of C's #of F's

#of D's

# Prior to FSC enrollment #5Y 2010-2011 (after FSC mn_ﬁ_._gm:s

Through in-home visits, FSC Home Visitors work with parents to address issu

es that interfere with their ability to meet the needs of their n‘E_&«m:v.

FSC Home Visitors have helped chiidren improve their grades and decrease the number of absences & tardiness.

Outcome: Parental Community Life Skills Scale mc_.<m<

State-wide Program Outcomes

1 5

Transportation
Budgeting’
Support Services
‘Involvement

_._og_.mm

Routines

B m:..ﬁE %6 _/\_%Em

: Top possiblescore-.

Outcome: Child Abuse Potential - Rigidity m:q<m<
State-wide Program Outcomes

40

R?=0.9998

B i

Entry 6 Months 1 Year

Total ——Projected improvement* e (G008 SCOTE

*Projectad improvement based on continued involvernent with FSC program




ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF ELEMENTARY
STUDENTS AT HIGH RISK OF SCHOOL FAILURE

Family School Connection (FSC) provides hame visiting
- services for families whose children are frequently
_absent, truant, have academic or behavioral problems,
- or come to school unprepared. In addition, the program
“provides services to parents who are not adequately
-engaged with their child’s school or attending to their
- child’s educational needs.

WHO DOES T SERVE?

- F5C serves about 200 families with elementary school age
children —~largely between pre-K and third grade - every
year. The families are mostly single head of households,
have limited educations, high rates of unemployment and

-few resources. More than one-third of the parents have

“less than a high school education.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Home visitcrs meet with the families on a regular basis —
usually 2 to 3 times a month —~ for ten months or more.
Home visitors help parents improve parenting skills,
spend more time with their children, and make better
connections with the schoal. The home visitors help the
parents address the many issues that interfere with their
ability to meet needs of their children. They help parents

identify problems, develop plans and probiermn solving
skills.

PARTICIPATING PARENTS:

SPEND MGRE TIME HELPING THEIR
CHILDREN WITH HOMEWORK AND
LISTENING TO THEM READ.

ARE SIGNIFICANTLY MORE INVOLVED
WITH THEIR CHILD'S SCHOOL AND
EDUCATION.

TAKE HOLD OF THEIR DEMANDS AS

PARENTS AND MEET THE DEMANDS OF

PARENTING.

PARTICIPATING CHILDREN:

L3

MAKE PROMISING GAINS IN
ATTENDANCE, BEHAVICR OR
ACADEMICS.

LOCATED AT SiX ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS - PRE-K TO GRADE 12

Betances in Hartford

Bielefield Scheol in Middletown
Fair Haven School in New Haven
Weguonnoc School in Norwich

John M. Moriarty Schoal in Norwich

‘W.B. Sweeney Scheol in Willimantic

. CHILDREN’S TRUST FUND COUNCIL

Family School Connection is a program of the Children’s Trust Fund, z division of the Department of Social Services.
The evaluation of the program was conducted by the University of Hartford Center for Social Research.






FAIR HAVEN SCHOOL

164 Grand Avenue
New Haven, CT 066513
203-691-2600

To Whom It May Concern:

Family School Connection’s quest to help and advocate for our students is boundless.
They will exhaust all avenues to pursue resources and programs for our students. Their
role at our school is invaluable & is an integral part to securing strong connections
between school & homes.

Our school is grateful to Family School Connection for their unlimited time and
unyielding support to our school and community at large. | always know with every
referral each family is looked into with sincerity and conviction. | am amazed at the
academic growth of the students of whom they are working with directly have
demonstrated. | appreciate them, sharing the data to support that of all the families they
work and pleased to say all the no students failed any subjects, this truly speaks volumes
to the emphasis that his organization puts on education.

We are so very grateful for all of the wonderful programs and iniatives that Family
School Connection (FSC) has afforded our children and families in our school
community in the last three years.

FSC’s generous donation of coats, hats, gloves and uniforms have helped so many
farnilies at our school. The help you have given to our families who have become
homeless is utterly amazing. The work and commitment to be able to place our families
in a shelter, find an apartment and then help a parent find employment has provided
security for children who have never felt secure prior to your help. This past holiday
season exceeded all expectations for our children.

The commitment FSC makes to our school community has made a difference in the lives
of so many children in our school and neighborhood, and we can never express how
truly grateful we are for their continued support.

We hope our shared commitment to helping children and families continues to grow.

Sincerely, ‘

M g
Margaret-Mary Gethings
Principal

Fair Haven School K-8







Februory 20, 2013

Dear Governor;

| am writing this letter on behalf of my family in the hope that our legislator, senater and you will
reconsider eliminatiﬁg the Family School Connection program which has become a beacon of light and
hope for so many families like myself. 1 am a single mother raising a daughter on my own, | am a person
with limited resources and have recently found a part time job. Thanks o the services and support |
recelve from the FSC program | have been ahle 10 acquire several skills which motivated me to return to
work, | have decided to return to school as well and complete my degree in nursing. My support worker
has helped me to see that | have a lot to offer my daughter and it’s important to me that | be a positive
role model.

"l am aware that many grants focus on early child devetopment, but because of the investment made in
children of five and older they too get the chance to recelve the services they need. | couldn’t
‘understand why it was necessary for the school 1o refer my daughter to this program but after a year |
see the resufts of their involvement in my life and my daughter. Thanks to the program it helped me to
restructure my personal lfe and therefore help to restructure my daughters and provide her a more
stable environment.

| appeal to the board and hope it reconsider its decision to eliminated a much needed program and be
made aware of the impact this decision will have on the lives of so many who depend on programs tike
these.

Respectfully

el v i L .gl‘ A
o b,

(N






February 22, 2012

Ivette Bracero-Lugo
80 Perkins st
New Haven, CT 06513

Dear Legislaors,

This letter is to inform you that there should be reconsideration in eliminating the Family
School Connection Program; I strongly believe that this program has helped many families with
their economic struggles. I can say that in my situation, it is very hard for me to communicate
with my son’s school due to language barrier; my home visitor has been my support with thc ‘
PPT meetings, and any meetings that I have had to have with my son’s teachers.

FSC was able to take me out of 2 home that was not appropriate for my son and me and
push for me to get section-8. They gave me the opportunity to live in one of New Haven Home
Recovery apartments which I am currently living in. If it was not for participating in this -

program I don’t where Twould be. This program benefits many families in the New I—Iwen
Community,

Please reconsider your choice of eliminating Family School Connection and ‘mtually
provide the program with more funding to expand.

Sincerely,

Ivette Bracero-Lugo
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February 21, 2013
Dear Legislators,

I am writing the letter because | heard that this family school connection program would be
completely cut, | just wanted to share how much my home visitor has helped me get through living here
in New Haven after moving here from Puerto Rico. My home visitor was able to find my shelter because
| had nowhere to live. 1 knew about the FSC program through Fair Haven School here in New Haven,
and since the first visit they had with me it has been nothing but positive support in my family’s life.
Before entering a shelter | was in a Domestic Violence relationship in which my home visitor was able to
save me from and my children, they supported me with clothes, uniforms, school supplies and food
because | had to leave it all behind.

They were able to help me with state assistance and supported my mental health ail through
the shelter, | was supported with resumes, with job applications, and i was even encouraged to go back
to school where | got a certificate in Customer Service. If it was not for the FSC program | would
probably be living in a Domestic Violence home with my children, or back in Puerto Rico where life there
continues to worsen.

} can say that | am currently a store manager at Edible Arrangements, with their financial
support | was able to get my security deposit paid, and I can finally afford an apartment where my kids
and | reside. As far as my children they have both received high honors since we began the FSC
program, my home visitor assures that my children are doing well in schoot by attending their schools
and speaking to teachers. My relationship with the school and myself is wonderful because my home
visitor taught me that | have a voice and | can be heard if | speak up.

| believe that the elimination of this program should be reconsidered.

Thanks,

Katherine Elicier







February 197, 2013

Dear Legislators/Senators;

My name is Jessica Colon and | am a participant of the Family School Connection Program in New Haven,
CT. My family and | have been with the program about 3 years. | am grateful for the many services and
resources we have received in that time. Thanks to the program my son has improved a 100% in school
and is more tolerable at home as well. We ask that you reconsider your decisicn in eliminating our
program for you have no idea what an impact that would have on the families that depend on these

Services.

Thank you for your support.

Jessica Colon

141 Church Street

MNew Haven, CT.

203 850-1458



fsl\m&c!%‘ Ser\qéow.s /i%}a(,acjores
M=£ Hdmdj;srk’q 001/0") !'?‘50&1 mr‘éFC!pQr’}]cﬁ

'ofe /05 Seryicios cie am i &Aoof @Oﬂﬁmsliom
en new Noven ,cT. Ui fmilia parcpa do oste
;,0?’0?amm | A&Cen S aies 3 ,eéioa @8mc{ecr’c!m Qo
(m Serdiciog recj!dcics & Gue GAaciags 0&‘@5405
Seruicias L\emas Qécl{olo Sugerarnés en maa!ﬁw‘
Qreas - @ao’a; Q ?éwé pfa%amq mi J/Z'fd 6’\',005]‘04
?m-gormr en la escuclo- lifn el h |

ME Q: ;&)Wﬂ o COﬁSfrlefo\c{bg\/aOO

‘ ) DG mpad_mcqm Qer (ﬁoww&ﬁ'@}
?Aﬂ PRG0St ,Q)Mm; s DO Yty
Lot PRLAO IRMNEGD 6[@- #Clle:ueﬁi iy p@h(;&(’,'-(sf'vw

Sl A B ke opup g

2o p
Apanico. Clales
Q,) 4L Chuch sb-50- APt
-' MNew Hoven Cr- 06519
(a) $s0- 1453



L R=2/4T

7’}7% Novt 75 Moyi o ped (R ond Z
 am A wother oA s very S poaial

é O lolven //me—z/M s 4 ywk,olc/-

- S /S o St denst” ;o Setecial echovatim
Classab sl pock Schoof o Y has been
df&g nesed dwfﬂt AMJMM Sy-ﬁaﬁfmzé/&www
(,;e Sa’-@rm?/dfo]ﬂ Serzive€). Up vind! 2oif

M? Sen was (mable So atflerd Sohool det 4o
hes disobilily  and +he fack diak no me would
l‘ndfa my 3&4’ dbe Sevvices he needed. Thanks
7[0 Hu, r&mf/?. Scé,éd/ Copnecticrs &AL m?/

Cal lplyen  arve receiveng Muiua}e tave-
ﬂ’?dafes" willrarn  has ;‘mﬁfm/-'—cl S0 moeh
Ckaa,ciwma'CQlL?, he adua,ﬁba, med < bhonors
é%M@irs—f—4Fm{ &nd ﬁ'm@d FE N
SMf (Laurn.*n?, as he sloocdd 1 a
E.Sovo'i- enwranméﬂk wi .imfdawo yau('
o plase  vetmsider your deciseon o
c,to se Jhe PW@W' Haad L\PLS‘ been o
chroga and hope Yo So iang Wweth issves
Vke rmime  and hoveno where do Lorn .




aS'%\@«'ﬁl\ bhabies Greew So does dhe
nedd omd sevotes Haey need.

Please.  heep vs in mind.




2-24-13

Tbcax Af/kaf&% A

;/ et prom Jonidy ochod

Lo an @ aixgle holbe gf

et undled govanees,
| _ﬁWg_/@WJ Crintctine  Hdpost

el Zo gl back ot nop- caucec

patn. o ask Lkt g aconiidic

ht bt o T gy w‘wnqmﬁ,

bt ot oo o

- Haui ¢ Posari -
S Cra Feel






SRLICE NP Lofladen

"\W\J\‘s\%S NovQanadl ,L—~a ‘\\/\@;_JML C, q@m

< qu\ﬂw(l&% @x Qe \M&l& %lw\“\"@x
. LG\’W\-&\&U“\ QJ\-—W%/'UW\ U\'\ QM ’\\\‘U\)\-‘?——y\

1\\4&&/1, Do A L Roapimn s Qﬁwd\c&/;u, |

M&. T3S ST N U Sb\f\o_}r)Q \w«& U\UL-), Wora

sl Seadilog MWL L\fw&i 4-& \\—QA&_ SW“} o
. @ﬁ \1\uJ5 (Odﬁuu\ \) v u,?} -ﬁbbww&’

oo Hmgea c/ﬁmw{ o %M@QL e t»_ﬂ swjm%

o el Wwead Y W\MW f‘zuc;m—fﬂ/; Aas

T om &%bmm& A«Jamx ond B 0o Learimg. \IJM_
Newg oo e owd Mz il tt% Jlen, Com‘\ma N
o Pk D ten v Mo best & eo be C>W.\ o
O Qusdhewe N Aol ~\4\ V\mh/ Aok | .
Nease  Artovmaditn \\@,u\_ R stroaiomm 4\0&%@)&-@
& W*m Ao wwwbd &&%Lb"s*ﬂ Q_p\%e Vol
_(\m‘)m& i ond o e 2 Plecae allew

o el ¢ Svoddlisan lw \Ozm-i-@a)\« E\am Mwl&\ e udwaw

f\? S YAt MWMJB Codag

@WLMMW\v. .

?/M ; ?MW«






e W_.q gw&uﬁ .{mg ki ‘A\%{"\%\ ——

i
|
l
|
v
o e i et ecin e e e e et o i e SN

SR B £ N e

e _‘:N AT S L . - I e e

L9
B o e N

- { 3 bhe

&) f’“‘!};@é{k?& \/\.L‘}«@Q—e,—

Llemmel oRcewne. | O e NSec e OO e
: R G LY i
\;“f”**? T N S :\wng% . e N aor
. SRR b‘m,ﬁf@.ﬂw%@é”ﬁﬂ de  Sveosonci ol |
I w‘; I mr-*}m& e SO Yre b s
; S a0ms
- L SRR "M‘:\ Q\wﬂw cMm
- U\SQ\‘S D}VD\,Q \’o Q\( T LY \—;Q, RS AT . Y, \\M A
AA,G\"(‘*\_ \P(JM AR \xx A ﬁx‘%%\wﬁ& B, «fw‘v 5 A, s & v“m b \}g
_ % \{\w-"xﬁ‘% Qﬁ;«m & w\\‘,?_\;\( i Nt g \}\[\ &\V\-\,.Jg
o Qkx M ORIARL Ak 3 et bhies “m% \:"Q ‘W\ R ‘M;E :
SRR P SN XL VIE e \am \ Y & Y NA . y
o X‘gﬂ B AT N O S S i V‘W"‘\ v B s 1 ;
_ R P . & ¢ '
: &
S S ] - - i






£5 o cdos Sepadmres [/ Lees s g clonas

Ho  Chdas  Hendnder  soq Mfm@ Lo

fﬁb ; Seyli&lay K Schest | conse o

Enr A feswn. ©F el el A gf"ﬁr/?;:}""'
:Ec. eyt P bremag heocn 3 goes E’;ﬁz‘"}
agradecide  par bos  Servicies  pee hemues
yecidida Crasias ¢ e Ve J7E Gitemae, !
Biae fa  fo 4l PRy & i o B LR TS O
N g ef -oéwf,w Les ﬁa’aﬁ - P f;m.u
G Congiders _,__-f?.;;f;,. ,24.5 Fomilias  Fue  Fow

J e 2 e e gov Lert, el g Fes Fom 2y -fE:
J:lyf_,éfmfwm s dind., pucs  Sen s

4 Vs M psese S, e “  PEE mnT b
:ﬁf'*’““?ﬂfa; Cepr fFocey S e f o / o A ““‘";;‘: |

€5 ar” “"J s Cir Q‘ﬁ ¥ Ej > Pt e Cfd‘:-lwf}lfz 5

134 CAchewse 5.7




//Zs/ o ___aHe gL s

l/%/ﬁ

Y amwchﬂ»/ Ry
/ZW // }7 Coi7. / /)Zd/f/

. /V/Zei) /*2{% /é)/ 2 /ucwo;/

x%’/ﬂw,g ok

_,<></ i e 7;0/ hirs.

W/u 2 /9@) e AAes

(\//Zﬁ(/ é? Wy ufo//& PRV
6 %%&6,.¢ﬂmﬂmi Jﬁé%ﬁmmmnw

e £ WW/W e ﬂ/ R
%/5//0/0 /p ( 9)/(’@’47/7 / ﬁ(w

ﬁw . -fﬂy) Woz/z/%/ ‘ »7(/5/ /
. w WML 4

RS VO 7 / /%/ /7/4/(’// n)/rf%//%/ﬁ ._ |
[/7 /)_) /?Z(,)/,?;//}/c}j //)77 oL -
L ﬁ)ﬁ (/c’ & /?]/”’&7
y M?’ 0 /7 o
i G /@Mﬁ .
4/09%77770 m//yf V2 0 /4(/(/ch7 e
_mﬁW’ IO f A wh ol
?&wV de 5o /ﬂ%ﬂk

. ﬁ%? PRrpoa L
— Zﬁ%&@%wu;z/zgé

//, ////,9’ e <



Zuleima Vargas

65 Hallock st

New Haven, CT 06519
407-520-9813

Zuleima vargas(@yahoo.com

This letter is to inform the legislators the importance of the Family School Connection
(FSC) program and how this program has impacted many families in the New Haven, I am
currently a home visitor for this program, and besides this impacting my personal life it impacts
my professional life as well. I currently have 21 families on my caseload with a waiting list of
about 14 families. In New Haven alone we have served 122 families since 2009 about 80% to
90% of the families have completed the program successfully and have achieved so much in
their lives because of the support of the FSC program. This program serves families that are on
that point of DCF calls, and because we as home visitors step into their homes before that occurs
then we are able to bring those DCF calls down. Something as small as a phone call is a big deal
to families and if we as FSC home visitors can prevent that for these families then why not.

To give you an example of the great work FSC home visitors do I will give an example of
a success story that we have accomplished with a family.

e Client began the program with a purpose of finding a job and finding a place she could
call home. Client at the time of entering the FSC program was doubled up with a friend.
The client slept on the couch in the living room, and children slept on an air mattress next
to the mom. Target child slept with two siblings on the same mattress she was having
trouble sleeping at night and would fall asleep in school. This writer began working with
the client on resumes, the client was not from this town but she was very well educated,
while working on the client’s resume it seemed like she had so much experience in the
work field and her resume was very impressive. This writer attended CT works with
client to get her resume locked over. She began sending out her resume to different
hospitals and after three weeks the client was hired and now has been working at St.
Raphael for a couple of months. The client was able to save money after creating budget
sheet with this writer and is moving to her own apartment, this writer was able to provide
client with free furniture for the whole apartment. Target child is able to have her own
bed, and the client states that her children are very excited, and are looking forward to a
successful school year.

There are many more stories to share; I feel that the cut of the program will impact the
families and the relationship that they have slowly created with the school their children attend.
I feel that the cut should be reconsidered and the FSC program should continue succeeding the
way that it has.

Thanks,
B | o
Zuleima Vargas T A L/ r!“ fs
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MRS, YARITZA M, ROMAN
56 Cedar Street

New Haven, Connecticut 06519
Phone: (203) 6G6-2344 | yari76@sbeglobal.net

February 20, 2013

Governor Malloy
State Capitol

- 210 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Governor, Senators and Representatives:

As a lifelong community member of New Haven Connecticut it is my pleasure to write a letter in support
of the Family School Connection Program. I respectfully urge you to oppose cuts 1o the program.

Reductions in these programs would be detrimental to our school districts and communities that are
already experiencing severe challenges because of local and state economies.

[have experienced firsthand the positive impact that the Family School Connection Program has made in
our commuaity. In my humble opinion, it is because of programs such as Family Schoof Connection that
parents are able (o feel confident, encouraged and empowered to take an active role in their child’s
education.

Thank you for considering my concerns regarding education funding,

Regards, ™~ .
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February 20, 2013

Hello my name is Jessica Nielsen, | am writing this letter to ask not to close down the
Family School Connection program. It has helped me in so many ways. For example: I am
bipolar and dyslexic. My home visitor has helped me keep me on track with my medical issues
and my children’s as well.

She has been an advocate for me at my children’s school and supports their academics. She
continuously helps me with everyday life skills and has helped me become a better parent. She
helps me orgamze and budget my financial issues. My home visitor is very important to my life
and the lives of my children.

Thanks,

Jessica Nielsen
New Haven, CT
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02/22/2013

. Kevin Kearney
73 Hart Acre Rd.
Southington, CT 06489

To whom it may concern,

| urge you to oppose cutting funding to the Family School Connection Program (FSC) funded through the
Children’s Trust Fund. The FSC program at New Haven Home Recovery is an integral force i in stabilizing’
. many homes in the Fairhaven secticn of the city of New Haven. FSC works hard to keep these families
from having to become invoived with the Department of Children and Families. This program prowdes
the help these families need, but the schools and families cannot provide. Parenting skills, relationship
buildings, as well as instruction on how to properly clean a home are just a few of the services
perfarmed by FSC. Without this program, many children will fali through the cracks and start skipping
school. They will become disconnected totally from school, their education, and eventually their future.
The Family Schoo! Connection is more than just some program; it is an extended famlly of careglvers for
many deserving families needing their services. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Kevin Keajjf—/y/






