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Such a transfer of authority and, in particularly, the timing thereof, engenders numerous legal,
personnel, financial, investment management, property, logistical, communications, and continuity of
operations issues. | have been assured by Secretary Barnes that we will have the full cooperation of

_the state in executing the transfer, and the Commissioner of Veterans Affairs has offered her support
as <<m__

Our mutual object during the transition will be the minimization of disruption. Nevertheless, it
will be difficult in the extreme to achieve the transition envisioned in so short a period of time as that
‘between the enactment of a budget and the beginning of FY2014 on July 1, 2013, especially given the
fact that all union employees of the agency (six of the nine employees) will either retire or be
transferred to other state agencies. | estimate that three to six months would be a more reasonable
and achievable timeframe.

My principal concern as regards the budgetary implications of the transfer is that, absent any
appropriation whatever, and thus, any authority to expend financial resources, the State Comptroller
wilt lack the means to satisfy the residual obligations of the state agency. The committee members
should note that, as the Fund reimburses the General Fund for all expenditures, a partial ,
appropriation, Er_o: would be reimbursable to the General Fund upon final transfer of the Trust Fund,
and which would result in no net expenditure in FY2014, may offer a means by which the transfer can
be achieved with minimal disruption to the delivery of services to the agency's veteran clients.

A number of challenges lay before us, challenges which | am confident that, acting together,
the State of Connecticut and the American Legion can overcome. On May 21% of this year, marking
the date in 1919 on which Governor Marcus Holcomb signed into law the legislation creating the
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund, the American Legion will observe the completion of our gqh year
of service to Connecticut's veterans. The commencement of our 95" year of service to Connecticut’s
veterans will see a different organizational and legal structure, but the legacy of the Soldiers, Sailors
and Marines Fund in positively affecting the quality of life of Connecticut’s veterans will endure. We
are proud to accept the challenge and responsibility.

| thank the members for their attention, their support of our efforts, as well as their service to
our state. | would be pleased to answer any questions.

John D. _<_03m,:m:\



