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Good evening, my name is Dominigue Maynard | am a junior at Amistad
HS. 1 am a New Haven public school student.

All my life | have fought for my education, with the help of my parents
and my school. When our Amistad community needed a new home for
our high school, we encountered resistance. And it seems like every
year we come back to here to this hearing room to fight for more
funding. | don’t mind advocating for Amistad, | am proud of my school

andeverythlngl’ve aarnad | jUSt Wtshth!ngs were different. 1donot

———understand why my public school does not receive the equitable -~~~

funding it deserves.

| attribute my success in school to two things: hard work, and my
teachers. As | was preparing to speak tonight, | learned that manyi |
great charter school teachers sometimes don’t receive raises or
adequate pay because our schools are funded at a lower level. | know |
am taught by some of the hardest-working teachers in the nation. They
teach at a public school, and they should be paid equally for their
efforts. In a time when everyone is looking for work, my school doesn’t
have the funding to hire as many great teachers as needed. For some
scholars, a great public charter school can be the difference between
success and failure, college and not completing high school. Please,
provide us with equitable funding so we can recruit more great
teachers from across the country to come work here in Connecticut.



