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State of Connecticut
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

REPRESENTATIVE DAVID BARAM CHAIR
FIFTEENTH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT ) GENERAL LAW
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING MEMBER
ROOM 3504 JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

HARTFORD, CT 06106 ) BANKS COMMITTEE

HOME: 860-243-3041
CAPITOL: 860-240-8585
TOLL FREE: 800-842-8267
E-MAIL: David Baram@ecga.ct.gov

Dear Chairpersons Senator Harp and Representative Walker, and Members of the Appropriations
Conumittee,

I am writing this letter in support of keeping the budget and staff of the African-American
Affairs Commission (AAAC) independent.

The Governor's proposed merger of the Agency and its Budget would diminish the
independence of the AAAC and its critical mission.

The successful efforts of the AAAC has been demonstrated year after year, and its advocacy is
of immense benefit to our State, the and the people that rely upon its resources.

While I am mindful of the need to streamline and achieve efficiencies and financial savings,
there are Commissions whose functions are so critical, that keeping them independent to assure
proper advocacy and independence must be of primary importance. '

Therefore I endorse keeping the AAAC independent as to both function and budget, and hope
that even under these difficult economic circumstances, your Committee will find a way to
accomplish this.

I attach the letter of Emeritus Professor at the University of Hartford, Harald Sandstrom, who
is from Bloomfield, and who chaired the University's African-American Studies Program for
many years. Professor Sandstrom articulates the need and importance of the AAAC to the State
of Connecticut.

Respectfully,

David A. Baram

PROUDLY SERVING BLOOMFIELD AND WINDSOR



