From: Terri Eblen <TEblen@Bridgesmilford.org>

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2013 3:14 PM
To: AppropriationTestimony
Subject: Support for the Safety Net

T am unable to attend the hearing and appreciate the opportunity To address the committee and its
members.

My name is Terri Eblen and I am a resident of Woodbridge and a 25 year employee at Bridges.. A
Community Support System, Inc. in Milford.

It is my experience of working for an agency whose mission includes providing quality behavioral health
services across the age spectrum that the years of ho additional increases to grants is af its breaking
point. For more years than I can count on one hand, we have had to either-lay of f staff or consolidate
services in such a way that the staff are struggling to keep up with the increasing numbers of persons
asking for help.

We are more and more aware that we need to be able to be here when persons are ready to address
their problems, illnesses and/or events that have gotten in their way of having a productive life worth
living. Access should be easier not more difficult - being able to be open hours that meet the needs of
the persons served is critical and we are limited now due to funding.

Please keep this in mind as you hear others testify as to the critical hature of these community based
behavioral health services.

Thank you.

Terri Eblen, MA, LPC

Chief Quality Assurance/Compliance Officer
Bridges..A Community Support System, Inc,
949 Bridgeport Avenue

Milford, CT 06460

Phone: 203-878-6365 x 311

Fax: 203-877-3088
mailto:teblen@bridgesmilford.org

This transmittal, together with any attachments hereto or links contained herein, may contain information that is
confidential or legally protected. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
disclosure, copying, dissemination, distribution or use of this information is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify the sender or HIPAA@Communicare-ct.org
immediately by return e-mail message and delete all copies of the original communication, along with any
attachments hereto or links herein, from your system. Any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail are not
necessarily those of BHcare, Bridges, Communicare or their subsidiaries. E-mail transmission cannot be
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guaranteed to be error-free or secure from viruses and BHcare, Bridges, Communicare and their subsidiaries
disclaim all liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions.



