The Connecticut General Assembly

Joint Committee on Appropriations

Rep. Toni B, Walker

Sen. Tont Nathaniel Hap Co-Chai
o-Chdirperson

Co-Chairperson

November 13, 2012

Patricia Rehmer

Comrnissioner

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
410 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Commissioner Rehmer:

We are writing in regards to funding for the Connecticut Legal Rights Project for housing
advocacy. It is our understanding that there may be some confusion regarding our intent
for continued funding in the next bienniom., ‘5

Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CLRP) has had a $350,000 grant for ten years from the
Melville Charitable Trust that funded 80% of the agency's housing advocacy and that will
expire at the end of this year. The revised FY 13 budget included $175,000 for CLRP to
continue its housing advocacy, which represented what was needed for the last six
months of this fiscal year. We anticipated that the funding would be annualized in Fiscal
Years 14 and 15. Tt is our hope that the Governot's proposed budget will reflect
annualized funding for CLRP's housing advocacy.

-~ We would be happy to discuss this matter furthen Please contact us at youor earliest

convenience.

‘Sincerely,

Toni Nathaniel Harp - Toni B, Walker
Co-Chairperson Co-Chairperson

cc: Benjamin Barnes, Secretary, Office of Policy and Management
Alan Calandro, Director, Office of Fiscal Analysis
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CLRP receives state funds to repi"cs_en-t’ clients (1) institutionalized in DMHAS facilities; or (2) whose stable hous-
ing is threatened. When a 10-year grant that funded most housing advocacy expired in December of last year,
$175,000 was put in the state budget to cover that loss for six months, with the expectation it would be annualized
to $350,000 this year to continue statewide housing advocacy for DMHAS chents Instead all housmg funds were
cut and fundmg for mpatlent serv1ces were. reduced to $499 378 : .

| The NET RESULT of cuts in the DM- _ s Legal Servwes hne 1tem isa nearly 50% FUNDING REDUCTION

There isno money for housmg advocacy $3 50 000
Funds for 1npat1ent advocacy were cut 22% - $140.000
ST : $490 000

CLRFP NEEDS $490 000 TO SUSTAIN INPATIENT & HOUSING SERVICES

Advocating for timely discharges with adequate supports substitutes Daily Cost of Care
community services for expensive hospital beds.

5250000

Stable housing supports the recovery of clients in the community and ~ {#4%

prevents costly emergency room visits and hospital stays. 1000
$1,000.00

Without CLRP’s services, the State would spend much more serving ssizsg e e

clients in expensive setlings.

SUPPORTIVE  GroupHames Hospital Inpatient EmergencyRoom%
HOUSIG Poychiatric ‘

For more information, contact Jan VanTassel at (860) 262-5042 or jvantassel@clrp.org







